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Tomorrow's
re-election
Colin LeFevre and Ross Fraser go head-to-head in the race for the role of
WLUSU president with a run-off election taking place tomorrow
LAURA CARLSON
NEWS EDITOR
With the decision to hold a run-off
election having been determined
by the Wilfrid Laurier University
Students' Union (WLUSU) Board
of Directors (BOD) as the prudent
course of action following the dis-
qualification of presidential can-
didate Brian Punambolam, the
re-election between the two re-
maining candidates, Colin LeFevre
and Ross Fraser, is set to take place
tomorrow.
The votes cast in therun-offelec-
tion for presidency will be the only
ones which will count, and the bal-
lots from the February 7 election
were destroyed last Monday, in ac-
cordance with the current election
policy.
"There is still a record of the re-
sults kept on file, so the results
aren't lost," explained Chief Re-
turning Officer Craig Stover.
Dan Allison, president of WLU-
SU, confirmed that himself, Stover
and Matt Park, Appellate Commit-
tee and WLUSU staff member, were
the only individuals who saw the
results of the original election.
In regards to tomorrow's elec-
tion, Stover explained that, "Every-
thing has been booked, the ballots
are ready and already being print-
ed, all the locations are booked.
"The candidates are all out cam-
paigning. Everything's running
- we're just waiting till the big day,"
he added.
Having been candid in past inter-
views about his frustration regard-
ing the Board's decision to hold
the run-off election, LeFevre noted
that his opinions regarding the re-
election are not of importance right
now.
"I don't think it really matters. I
have an election to deal with," said
LeFevre. "It's what I have to do so
I'll do it."
Initially in favour of the re-elec-
tion, Fraser empathizes with those
students that disagree.
"I can certainly understand the
frustration of students who made
a decision to vote and felt like they
were having their vote taken away
after the fact, and I can understand
the frustration of people who want-
ed it to be over," said Fraser.
"But that's the decision, so let's
go," he said.
SYDNEY HELLAND
STUDENT POLITICIANS - Ross Fraser (left) and Colin LeFevre (right)
hope to represent Laurier students as their Union president next year.
Laurier Contract Academic Staff continue negotiations
WLUFA has called in a conciliator to help in debate over part-time faculty
REBECCA VASLUIANU
STAFF WRITER
Negotiations between Laurier's
Contract Academic Staff (CAS) and
university administration continue
to surge on, as both sides struggle
to come to an agreement.
Part of a set of meetings that has
gone on since the end of August,
when the collective agreement be-
tween both parties expired, the uni-
versity and CAS have been conven-
ing every week to discuss a variety
ofissues troubling to both sides.
While the negotiations have
continued for
many months, Kev-
in Crowley, Associate Director of
News and Editorial Services at Lau-
rier, explained that this is normal
for such a proceeding.
"There's nothing unusual here,"
explained Crowley.
"The negotiations are moving
along as they should."
However, members of the bar-
gaining agency for all faculty and
librarians including CAS, called the
Wilfrid Laurier University Faculty
Association (WLUFA), disagree.
For instance, Herbert Pimlott,
WTAJFA Media Relations Officer
and Associate Professor of Com-
munications Studies, believes that
negotiations are taking too long.
"It's not unusual for negotiations
to go on for a few months," Pimlott
explained. "But this is very unusual
and I would say it's very frustrating,
and this is why the CAS bargaining
unit has elected the OUFA execu-
tive to call a strike vote whenever
they see it right."
The OUFA bargaining unit has
also called for a conciliator to come
in for a meeting on Friday to help
move the issues along.
Among the topics of concern
CAS has brought to the table are the
issues of compensation, benefits,
seniority and workload.
"Both sides are talking heav-
ily about compensation," stated
Crowley.
Hitting the ice
After knocking off Waterloo, WLU's
men's hockey team was eliminated by
Lakehead from OUA playoff contention
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QUOTE OF THE WEEK
"When itcomes to, like, majorsurgery
I can decide,but between chicken and
pepperonipizza... FUCK!"
- Photography Manager Greg McKenzieon his
inabilityto make simpledecisions
WORD OF THE WEEK
Smock - a loose, lightweightovergarment worn to protect
clothing whileworking.
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Preamble to The Cord Constitution
The Cordwill keep faith with its readers by presenting news and
expressions ofopinionscomprehensively, accurately and fairly.
The Cordbelievesin abalancedandim partial presentation ofall
relevantfacts in a news report, andofall substantialopinionsin
a matter ofcontroversy.
The staffof The Cord shall uphold all commonly held ethical
conventions of journalism. When an error of omission or of
commission has occurred, that error shall be acknowledged
promptly.
When statementsare madethat are critical of an individual, or
an organization, we shall give thoseaffectedtheopportunity to
reply
at the earliest timepossible.
Ethical journalism requires impartiality,
and consequently
conflicts of interest and theappearance of conflicts ofinterest
will be avoidedby all staff.
The only limits ofany newspaper are thoseof theworld
around
it, andso TheCord will attempt to cover its world with a special
focus on Wilfrid Laurier University, and the community of
Kitchener-Waterloo, and with a special ear
to the concerns
of the students of Wilfrid Laurier University. Ultimately, The
Cord will be bound by neither philosophy, nor geography in
its mandate.
The Cord has an obligation to foster freedom of the press
and
freedom of speech. This obligation
is bestfulfilledwhen debate
and dissent are encouraged, bothinthe internalworkings ofthe
paper,
and through The Cord's contactwith thestudentbody.
The Cord will always attempt to do what is right, with fear of
neither repercussions, nor retaliation. The purpose
of the
student press is to
act as an agent of social awareness,and so
shall conducttheaffairs ofour newspaper.
News
Hawk returned to WLU
The re-installation of the Hawk logo to the Hall
of Fame has met mixed reviews from students
JENNIFER RAE
STAFF WRITER
MARA SILVESTRI
STAFF WRITER
The Hawk is back, and some are
happier about it thanothers.
Indeed, controversy contin-
ues to surround Laurier's Golden
Hawk logo, which was reinstalled
on the floor of the Hall ofFame, lo-
catedin the Fred Nichols Campus
Centre, over Reading Week.
The emblem was initially re-
moved from the hallway in the
summer of 2006, during a time
when general renovations were
being made to that area of the
building.
The return of the Hawk is the
result of a decision made by the
Wilfrid Laurier University Stu-
dents' Union's (WLUSU) Board of
Directors (BOD), which voted to
support WLUSU President Dan
Allison's proposal to acquire anew
replica of the logo.
The decision was an expensive
one, with the new Italian-made
Hawk coming with a total cost of
nearly $11,000.
"My department presented it
to the BOD because people had
brought it up, and there was a gen-
eral student concern," explained
Allison. "As an elected official, I
feel it is my duty to respond."
He recalls that the original logo
was removed due to a budgetary
decision.
"Previously quoted prices were
significantly higher, between
$15,000 and $20,000, pardy due to
the technology available.
"Replacing it at the time would
have been more expensive. The
Hawk that we have now is the
cheapest it could be."
Jeff Phillippo, an administrator
of a Facebook group celebrating
the rebirthof the Hawk, resents the
fact that the Hawk was removed
in the first place, and feels it was
worthwhile to bring itback.
"The decision [to remove the
Hawk] was made in the summer
when the majority of the school
wasn't here to voice their opin-
ions. It has always been there, it
has been an ongoing monument,"
he explained.
"It was the first thing an am-
bassador showed to their tour
when they came in, the first thing
a breaker mentioned when they
were walking through," Phillippo
added. SYDNEY HELUND
KNOCKING THE HAWK - Misinformed students left an angry note af-
ter the re-installation of the Hawk logo, which cost closer to $11,000.
Governor general in Kitchener
The Right Honourable Michaelle Jean gives speech at conference about violence against women
DAN POLISCHUK
NEWS EDITOR
Bringing together community
leaders and professionals from
various parts of Ontario's health,
justice and education sectors to
discuss the ways to end violence
against women, it is safe to say that
one individual left a resounding
effect on her audience yesterday
afternoon.
Stopping at the Bingeman's
Conference Centre in Kitchener
on Tuesday to give the lunchtime
address to participants of the con-
ference, which was entitled"Com-
munitiesWorking Together to End
Violence Against Women" the
Right Honourable Michaelle Jean
expressed in her speech that she
is supportive in the "fight to eradi-
cate all forms of violence against
women."
Having worked in Quebec shel-
ters for battered women during
her time at university, the gover-
nor general spoke to how she has
been exposed to the suffering of
women.
Having visited a women's cen-
tre in Vancouver's east side, Jean
described how she absorbed the
horrific stories of those at the facil-
ity. Hearing about the physical and
psychological wounds that were
suffered, she noted that she "will
never forget, their words still clear
inmy mind."
This being said, she did not limit
her praise for the groups within
WaterlooRegion - community, le-
gal and police - that have helped
to create a "protective circle."
"As I look at all of you today, I
am very optimistic," she said to
conclude her speech - once again
relaying her gratitude at the fact
that much has been done in terms
of prevention and awareness.
While Jean may have been the
subject of much attention at the
three-day conference that con-
cludes today, country music star
Naomi Judd also provided a key-
note address on the first night of
the event.
Judd, who has been a victim
of domestic violence, shared the
stage on opening night with Deb
Matthews, the minister respon-
sible for women's issues.
With local television personality
Daiene Vernile serving as master
of ceremonies for the event, the
entire project was ultimately coor-
dinatedby Catholic Family Coun-
seling Centre, through the Fam-
ily Violence Project of Waterloo
Region.
Having serviced the public since
January 2006, the project currently
has over 130 professionals with
expertise in violence intervention
and prevention.
SYDNEY HELLAND
GENERAL JEAN - Canada's governor general stopped by Bingeman's in Kitchener on Tuesday afternoon.
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"How do you feel part-time
professors are treated by the
university administration?"
"I think they deserve as much; it is just
as much effort and work. I don't think
it's fair not to pay them as much."
- Michelle Baronian
First-year English
"One of my part-time profs was the
best teacher I ever had. She chooses to
be part-time because she focuses on
the teaching."
- Monica Leslie
Third-year English/History
"I don't think they are getting a fair
arrangement, but I am not really sure
how improvements could be made."
- Michael Lockhart
Third-year Political Science
"If they were being treated fairly, there
wouldn't be such a big uproar."
- Steve Bray
First-year Economics
"I think they should be treated better."
■ Max Lehmann
First-year Mathematics
Compiled by JenniferRae
Photographs by Mara Silvestri
Board announcement clarified
An "honest mistake" by election officials initially lead Board member Kory Preston to believe he was
re-elected; Dan Allison apologizes for error in which 16 candidates were announced for 15 spots
LAURA CARLSON
NEWS EDITOR
On February 12, when the suc-
cessful candidates for the Wil-
frid Laurier University Students'
Union (WLUSU) Board of Direc-
tors (BOD) were announced at
Wilf's, 16 names were read - for 15
positions.
Electionsofficials have now con-
firmed that, as a result of theerror,
current director Kory Preston was
not in fact re-elected as a director.
"What had happened was the
names are highlighted, and that's
just from ITS," explained current
WTAJSU president Dan Allison.
"I saw the names highlighted
and so did [Chief Returning Of-
ficer] Craig [Stover] and we just
went out and announced them,"
he added.
Though frustrated at the situa-
tion, Preston recognizes it as an
"honest mistake," which anybody
could have made.
"Any reasonable person would
have made that assumption, but
at the same time I feel that I would
have probably counted the names
just to make sure," headded.
Feeling terrible about the situ-
ation at hand, Allison is currently
working on finding ways to rectify
the inconvenience that this has
caused Preston.
"We're going to have a meeting
just to apologize. We're going to be
issuing a statement from WIUSU
apologizing," said Allison.
Though initially Preston only
found out that he had not actually
been re-elected to theboard when
contacted by TheCord very late on
election night, Preston feels that
for his part Allison has dealt
with
the situation well.
"I felt respected when Dan did
call and explain the situation,"
said Preston.
"However, I'm still frustrated
withboth Craig Stover and [Appel-
late Committee and WLUSU staff
member] Matt Park because I've
yet to have a real conversation or
contact with them in any way," he
added.
After trying to contact both Sto-
ver and Park on the night results
were announced and again the
next morning, he has yet to hear
back from either party regarding
his concerns.
"The fact that the names weren't
counted is a little bit frustrating but
the greater part of
the frustration is
definitely in the lack of communi-
cation afterwards," said Preston.
Preston feels that though his sit-
uation is certainly unique, he also
sees it as being reflective of larger
concerns being expressed in re-
gards to this year's elections.
"I think a lot of frustration of the
student body is that there hasn't
been a lot of communication, I
guess transparency, from
the elec-
tions committee," he said.
Though "very disappointed"
with not being re-elected, Pres-
ton is now planning on becoming
more involved with Laurier Musi-
cal Theater in the upcoming year,
which he said was always in the
back of his mind if he didn't get
re-elected.
However, for Preston, the situa-
tion at hand was still a tough one
to experience.
"You
prepare yourself to win or
lose and then you hear your name
called as a winner and then to
be told you didn't win, it's pretty
devastating."
RLE PHOTO • SYDNEY HELLAND
SORRY, KORY - Wilfrid Laurier University Students Union Board of Directors
candidates crowd around the open forum held on February 6.
Future of Graduate Students
Association to be discussed
With the passing of the undergraduate referendum, the potential now
exists for WLUSU and the GSA to collaborate in upcoming years
DAVE SHORE
FEATURES EDITOR
In lightof the referendumquestion
passing in the February 7 under-
graduate election, which resulted
in Wilfrid Laurier University Stu-
dents' Union (WLUSU) removing
the word "undergraduate" from
their mandate, the future state
of representation for graduate
students at WLU now rests in the
hands of the Graduate Students
Association (GSA).
This move by WLUSU means
that the GSA must now decide
how the two organizations will
cooperate.
"We have to hold our own ref-
erendum, which will have to pass,
and then they will have to go to
their board and they'll have to ac-
cept that position," said Eric Sad-
owski, VP: University Affairs of the
GSA.
Ceasing to limit WLUSU's man-
date to undergraduate students is
far from expanding WLUSU's rep-
resentation to graduate students.
"WLUSU can't just have more
representation of grad students,
because the Graduate Students
Association is the official voice of
grad students here at Laurier," in-
sisted Ellen Menage, GSA's admin-
istrative secretary.
"So what the referendum ques-
tion and its passing means forboth
WLUSU and the GSA is thatwe can
then have discussions about how
we might better service students
in general, grad and undergrad,"
Menage explained.
While full-out representation
of grad students by WLUSU is un-
likely to occur, the passing of this
referendum means that more dis-
cussion between the two organiza-
tions can be facilitated.
"This gives us the opportunity
to enhance our current relation-
ship with them," said Sadowski.
"We're able to have discussions
with them that we weren't able to
have before.
"It basically opens up doors of
opportunity that we're willing to
explore at this point," he added.
The GSA will be holding a board
meeting tomorrow night to discuss
which referendum questions will
be included in this year's election.
There is no official decision on
whether or not a question directly
in response to WLUSU's
referen-
dum will be on the ballot.
"We have numerous referendum
questions, and we are announcing
all of them after our board meet-
ing," said Menage.
All of the referendum questions
for the GSA's election will be an-
nouncedFriday morning.
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Though Stover noted that is has
been challenging logistically to put
together a second election in such
a short amount of time, with the
importance of this election, he is
taking steps to help ensure that ev-
erything runs as smoothly as pos-
sible tomorrow.
"I'd like to have been done three
weeks
ago ...
but at the same time
this is not just the future of one in-
dividual, it's the future of the cor-
poration," said Stover.
New policies have also been
written regarding rules for the run-
offelection. Candidates started this
period with a clean slate of election
fines and were allotted an addition-
al $200 for campaigning.
The same basic rules for cam-
paigning will still apply, and though
the goal remains constant, the two
remaining candidates feel thatthis
time around they've had to slightly
alter their approach.
"Basically we're just trying to do
what we can in four days and try
and bring the message back out
there," explained LeFevre.
"We're keeping the same mes-
sage, the same platform ... We're
doing the same thing, maybe take a
little bit different campaign tactics
but it's still just the same goal, to get
the vote and to win," he added.
Fraser too, is also taking a some-
what different campaigning tech-
nique, and is not planning on being
as forward this timearound.
"I think that students had the
opportunity to really research the
positions before this one and going
into this election there are a lot of
students who have already made
their decision," saidFraser.
"We really have to rely on the
information platform-wise and
there's going to be less dependency
on posters and flyers," he added.
Though Fraser notes that it's
tough to get back into campaign
mode because of everyone's sepa-
ration from the process, as a result
ofhaving a week away from school,
he also sees the break as being ben-
eficial inways.
"It gave everybody a cool off pe-
riod because emotions were very
high at the end of the week before
Reading Week," said Fraser.
"But on theother hand, ithurt the
momentum a little bit," he added.
LeFevre also feels that this time
away from the election process is
of importance, and is concerned
about the clear
messages of the
candidates being lost.
"We really need people to know
that the election is still there," said
LeFevre. "I want people to get rein-
formed because it's been two and a
half weeks since the original elec-
tion day. Who is going to really re-
member what I stood for, what Ross
stood for?
"I think most people are just re-
ally confused about the situation
in general which is why we have to
educatebefore we can get them out
to the polls," he added.
Dan Allison, current president
of WLUSU, echoes the concerns of
LeFevre and Fraser in regards to
getting the student body motivated
to vote once again in tomorrow's
election.
"The biggest difficulty and fear I
think is the promotion of it. We've
got to make sure that people come
out and know there's a re-election,"
said Allison.
Allison feels thatwith all the at-
tention the election received after
the disqualification of a candidate,
students should take this opportu-
nity to make an informed decision.
"Hopefully because of the con-
troversy surrounding it all and lead-
ing up to this, people will really pay
attention to what each individual
candidatestands for," saidAllison.
And once a result is known to-
morrow night, it'll be right back
to work. Allison confirmed that
vice-presidential hiring is still set
to begin on Friday, as originally
scheduled.
Before that hiring can take place,
the newly elected boardalso needs
to select their chair, as that indi-
vidual will sit on the management
hiring committee.
Current chair Jon Champagne
said that tentatively this meeting is
set for Thursday night at 10 pm.
Polls willbe opentomorrow from
8 am until 7:30 pm. Business and
Economics students can vote in the
SBE Foyer, science students in the
Science Atrium, music students on
the third floor of the Aird building
in the lounge and arts students in
the lower level of the Concourse.
NEWS IN BRIEF
VP: Advancement steps down
Wilfrid Laurier University's VP: University Advance-
ment, Scott Hayter, is stepping down from the posi-
tion which he began this past academic year. He will
be joining St. Andrew's College inAurora, Ontario as
the executive directorof advancement.
Hayter has been involved with the Laurier commu-
nity since 2004. During his time here, he participated
in Laurier's fundraising efforts and was involved in
two big successes at the school - the first being the
university's Annual Giving campaign in 2007 that
passed $1 million for the first time, while the second
event involved raising over $100 million for the Cen-
tury Campaign.
Hayter will leave Laurier in June and begin work
at St. Andrew's College. The prestigious school is ap-
proximately 45 minutes south of Barrie and, accord-
ing to a WLU press release, Hayter says it will allow
him to be closer to his family and cottage.
Dr. Bob's latest post
Bob Rosehart, former president of Wilfrid Laurier
University, has decided to take on a new position as
interimprincipal for the University of Waterloo's Re-
nison College, while they search for a new candidate.
Rosehart, who served as WLU president from
1997-2007, will take on his new post starting March
1, the day after current principal, John Crossley, steps
down to pursue the presidency at a yet-to-be named
university.
Rosehart lived in Renison College during his first
year of university at UW, where he later earned a
BASc, MASc and PhD in chemical engineering. Rose-
hart also worked with the college during his time at
Laurier and holds an honourary degree from UW,
which he received in 2006.
One-year agreement to avert
possible GRT bus strike
Last Wednesday, a one-year agreement was reached
between GRT workers and the Canadian Auto Work-
ers (CAW) Local 4304, which represents Transit/Mo-
bilityPLUS operators, dispatchers, fleet mechanics
and service attendants.
The decision came less than a week after workers
decided not to legally strike on February 14, due to
a tentative agreement that was arrived upon by the
involved parties, just one hour after the strike could
possibly have commenced.
99 percent ofworkers voted in favour of a strike on
January 20, due to issues they had with wages, work-
ing conditionsand benefits. According to www.grt.ca,
theone-year agreement now brings the 490 individu-
als who are employed by CAW Local 4304 up to the
median wage of transit workers.
Hiring of WLUSP staff under way
Mark Ciesluk, who will be entering his fifth year at
WLU, has recently been hired as EIC for Blueprint
magazine for the 2008-2009printing year.
Ciesluk has been involvedwith WilfridLaurierUni-
versity Student Publications (WLUSP) since his first
year ofuniversity,
when he started writing as an opin-
ion columnist with The Cord. He has served as the lo-
cal editor of the Blueprint for the past two years.
The incoming EIC has high hopes for the upcoming
year, and hopes to "see the Blueprint grow as a brand
to include more perspectives on campus and to ex-
tendWLUSP's message off campus."
The three remaining WLUSP publications - The
Sputnik, the bi-weekly newspaper at the Brantford
campus, and 7he Carnegie and The Keystone year-
books - have yet to be hired, as applications for the
positions are not being accepted until staff and man-
agers are hired.
Keystone EIC resigns
Matt Given, Editor-in-Chief of Laurier's yearbook,
The Keystone, which is produced by WLUSP, resigned
from his position effective February 9.
Given had completed only 80 of 156 pages of
the book before resigning, missing his February 4
deadline.
Since his resignation, The Cord's editorial board,
under the leadership of photography manager Syd-
ney
Helland and supported by other WLUSP volun-
teers, have taken over the production of the yearbook
for the upcoming month.
The yearbook is expected to be complete for convo-
cation in June and will be availablefor sale during the
first couple weeks of September. Students that paid to
have grad photos taken receive their yearbook as part
of theirsitting fee.
Preliminary report complete in
lengthy OneCard audit
Theextensive audit of the OneCard office is wrapping
up,
with external auditing committee KMPG having
submitted a draft of the report to the university last
Tuesday.
"KPMG has completed theirdraft of the report and
the university is inprocess right now, withKPMG and
legal advice... to reviewthe draft and deciding on next
steps," explained Dean of Students David McMurray.
Currendy, McMurray is involved with other mem-
bers of the university, including VP: Human Resourc-
es Allison Roberts, VP: Finance Jim Butler and WLU
President Max Blouw, to decide the course of action
they are going to take.
"We were interested to receive the report because
of the length of time, we wanted to bring closure to
this," McMurray added.
CKMS radio loses student funding
Whileonly 2,280ofapproximately 41,000University of
Waterloo undergraduates voted in favour of the refer-
endum question thatasked for support inthe removal
the $5.50 fee that funds the campus radio station, it
turnedout to be enough to be considered binding.
Needing 7 percent of the student vote to reach quo-
rum, that figure was barely met - with only 12.8 per-
cent of the student population casting their vote. In
total, 1,081 voted in favour of keeping the fee.
Kevin Royal, President of the University of Water-
loo's Federation of Students, explained that, "voter
turnout has always been low" but still believes the
results are a fair representation of the entire school's
populace.
"Every student had an opportunity to vote," he
said.
Having beenautonomous from theFeds since 1977,
CKMS relied on the fee to remain afloat financially.
But after complaints were brought forth, from facul-
ties that felt they were not being represented by the
station, a referendum question was approved to be
posed to students in conjunction with the Feds elec-
tion on February 14.
Despite the fact that campaign regulations dis-
allowed any employee of the station to campaign
against the fees' dissolution, Royal believes that those
"who stepped up did a good job."
"But students have decided, clearly," he reiterated.
When asked his perspective as to why students
would want to banish the main source of funding for
such a long-standing campus media organization,
Royal attributed it to a couple of things. First, he noted
the increased popularity in Internet radio.
Secondly, "CKMS didn't have a strong presence on
campus," he said, adding, "That's the strong response
[from students] that I got."
CKMS StationManager HeatherMajaury could not
be reached for comment.
- Compiled by Madhavi Ganju, Laura Carlson
andDan Polischuk
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Run-off
- FROM ELECTION, COVER
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Cord/Online
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>News
Election results
Head online Thursday night for the results of this year's
WLUSU Presidental elections.
V. J
Presidential platforms: make an informed decision on Thursday, February 28
President & CEO candidates
Ross Fraser
Too often, students are facedwithproblems and concerns that could easily be remediedif the
WLUSU President were madedirectly aware ofthe issues. If elected, I will ensure that provid-
ing feedback is quick and easy through a simple online submission form; delivered directly
to my attentionfor weekly review. This will be facilitated by a revamp ofWLUSU.com thatwill
also enable students to vote online in future elections and purchase tickets online. To support
students utilizing the new library hours, I will extend the C-Spot operating times to 24 hours
during exams. Supporting the proposed physical expansion of the Terrace Food Court and
Wilf's is a priority inorder to best provide for student needs. Campus Clubs will be revitalized
by the introduction of a staff position to increasesupport andallow for new growth. Iwill con-
tinue to work towards the implementation of academic credit courses created specifically for
our student leaders who so admirably devote themselves to serving students. In cooperation
with university administration, I plan to push for the creation of a centralized online system
which will allow students to access all leadership and volunteer opportunities provided by
Laurier. I will work closely with the VP: BrantfordOperations to assist the Brantford campus
in developing as a unique entity of WLUSU. I will also aimto introduceanotherWLUSU food
operation to Brantford students on a new OneCard system. To learn more about me and my
proposed vision for WLUSU, please visit www.rossfraser.com
Colin Le Fevre
As President of WLUSU, I will provide students with strong and knowledgeable management
based on my comprehensive leadership experiences in organizations such as the Union, Sen-
ate, Student Publications, and LSPIRG. If elected, I will put an end to unnecessary spending
on projects such as aesthetic renovations. I willalso ensure that media access to management
is open and regular - we don't needto hide the fact that we're acting in the best interest of
students. The rapidly growing Brantford campus requires and will be given greater autono-
my, and WLU administrationwillbe approached to extend the Brantford OneCardprogram.
Environmentalsustainability will be made a priority for the Union. I will create a charitable
foundation thatwill provide tax receipts to our donors and increase donations to our numer-
ous charitable committees. With the recent cut to the hours of the Science Building and the
increasing student population, workspace has become scarce. I will coordinatewith the uni-
versity and maximize Union space to solve this problem. Given the increased use of laptops
I will work to provide more electrical outlets on campus. Money left unspent in the budget
will be placed inbursaries for the following year. The structure of Campus Clubs will be over-
hauled to improve what is our largest outreach to students. I will also bring in a consultantto
update our hiring practices, ensuring that they serve as a beneficial experience for our volun-
teers. Please visit my website at VoteColin.comto read more aboutmy vision for WLUSU.
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• Complete 30-Hour Seminars
Be your own boss
Tes," Takings"a,esics Stlld6llt SPCCfaI
• Personalized Professional Instruction »
Earn up to $3,000 in awards and turn what you love to do into a * Comprehensive Study Materials
summer experience. Keep all business profits and develop
s Simulated Practice Exams A I u#i DITTO
entrepreneurial skills. Apply online at www.summercompany.ca.
Freeß
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Application deadline:April 30,2008.
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m W ■
« Personal Tutoring Available I
Summer Company is open to all students aged 15-29 who are * Thousandsof Satisfied Students
I
returning to school in the fall.
For more information
rob.clement@kitchener.ca OR 519-741-2986 BU
www.summercompany.ca PSHRHIjH pick Lip Only
B B —■ ■ 2nd place = $2,000 cash and a scholarship worth $5,000 towards
M V the CGA program of professional studies.
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I H I I 111 I the CGA program
W Tier 2: Intermediate- and Advanced-Level Financial Accounting
Enter the "CGA Ontario One-Hour Accounting Contest" for college ant! university students on March 19, 2008. Questions
y* TH UNE UP ONLINE TO WIN UP TO $5,000 IN CASH.
<,;*1 The Certified General Accountants of Ontario (CGA Ontario) CHOOSE YOUR TIER OF CHALLENGE.
2nd place = $3 .000 cash and a scholarship worth $5,000 towards
invites you to enter its online accounting contest. First, sign up
at Eligible and registered students choose between two levels of
the Pr°grarn °' professional
studies.
www.cga-ontario.org/ contest and obtain a user name and password difficulty; both tiers offer cash and scholarship prizes (see below).
3rd place = $1,500 cash and a scholarship worth $5,000 towards
i'V- -HI for the contest. To qualify for the competition, you must complete Remember to choose your level of difficulty carefully, because this the CGA program of professional studies.
jjjtlfrv
r- M this task by Tuesday, March 18, 2008. When you login to complete decision could earn or cost you the win. t«
the contest you must choose between two levels of difficulty to test
WEN MORE INCENTIVE TO WIN.
&• m your accounting and financial skills. This step must be done before
A REWARDING EXPERIENCE. The university or college that boasts first-place in either *er
112 3 p.m. on Wednesday, March 19, 2008, (the day of the contest).
Tier 1
;
Basic " and intermediate-Level Rnanciai Accounting receives a donation of $5,000 from CGA Ontario awarded to its
The competition begins promptly at 4 p.m. (on that same day)
and Questions accounting department.
I lasts for one hour. Eligibility is restricted to students currently Ist place = $4,000 cash and a scholarship worth $5,000 towards Additional information about the format of the contest and the
enrolled at an Ontario university or college. the
CGA program of professional studies. rules and regulations is available at www.cgaontario.org/contest.
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Phillippo is joined by others who
embrace the tradition represented
by the logo.
Many senior students who re-
member the original emblem are
intent on reinforcing the custom of
deliberately walking around it on
the floor, hopingto keep the history
of the Hawk alive.
Heather Blair, a director from the
BOD and a proponentof the Hawk,
described her opinion of the im-
portance of the logo's presence and
the values it embodies.
"I feel that you can't put a price
on a tradition that is so important
to so many students. It represents
the unity of students, and school
pride," she said.
However, not all responses have
been quite so enthusiastic, as some
students have contested the issue
and are opposing the Hawk's pricey
return.
When asked his opinion regard-
ing the matter, first-year student
Gray McCarty revealed that he is
less than supportive of the new
Hawk.
"The installation, removal and
reinstallation ofthe Hawk seems ri-
diculous. I would like to know why
we're allocating precious financial
resources to superfluous projects
such as this. I could give a list of a
hundred things to put the money
towards," he said.
McCarty is not alone. Third-year
student Rachael Baker was joined
by two other students as she sat on
the Hawk Monday evening, raising
awareness about an expenditure
which she sees as a waste of stu-
dents' money.
Baker feels that the Hawk merely
serves an aesthetic purpose
and
expressed her disappointment with
the BOD's decision.
"Ifthis kind ofinvestmentis what
the priority is, it is just a reflection
of the lack of knowledge about
what is important for students. I
stand against the Students' Union
making decisions that don't truly
answer the needs of the students,"
she said.
Baker
regrets
that the BOD chose
to appropriate the money in such
a way, citing several other campus
causes that she feels would have
better served the students.
Adam Lewis, a second-year stu-
dent who accompanied Baker,
quipped that sitting on the Hawk
was his way of getting a piece of the
investment.
"I fail to see how this serves the
students. This is just another thing
that is added to the pile of things
that need to be looked at. The pri-
orities [of the BOD] are somewhere
else."
In response to
the various ex-
pressions of disapproval, Blair re-
mains resolute.
"I'm never not going to support
people expressing their view, but if
they were so opposed to the Hawk
they had the opportunity to speak
their minds when it was a big de-
bate. The money
has already been
spent so there is no point in pro-
testing now."
Allison also takes the criticisms
instride, saying, "I am happy when
students are vocal and opinionated
about any decision made on cam-
pus.
That is important."
He goes on to acknowledge that,
"Noteveryone is going to like every-
thing; it is the nature ofpolitics."
Regardless of the continued de-
bate, the shiny new Golden Hawk
remains in place, firmly assuming
its position in the spot where its
predecessor once lay.
ALEX HAYTER
DON'T WALK ON THE HAWK - Will the timeless tradition continue?
Hawkbrought back
- FROM HAWK, PAGE 2
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Are better than
5 C's
Struggling to meet your progression
requirements? A lighter course load
may be your key to academic success.
Talk to your program advisor before
the MARCH 7 drop deadline as dropping
a course could affect OSAP funding
and scholarships. There may also be
restrictions on what you can drop.
For a list of advisors, please visit
www.wlu.ca/academicadvising.
Take a Working Holiday this summer!
Live, work, and play at Calgary, Alberta for the summer!
Calaway Park is Western Canada's largest outdoor amusement park and it's like no other place
to work. Through our Working Holiday Program, wehave positions available in:
Entertainment...
Do you have performing experience that you'd like to use to get paid in a summer
Audition to join our cast of stage performers. w \
Opetate rides or be a server in our restaurants. Strengthen your customer service
+ Wage starting at $10.00 per hour \
* Subsidized housing fI)N.J
41 Free transportation to and from work
41 Social events and the opportunity to meet hundreds of friends —
If you are 18 years of age or older and looking for an adventure, we've got the right job for you!
For more information visit www.calawaypark.com or call (403) 685-6103
I On-campus Student Employment Fair I
I \ PARTICIPATING DEPARTMENTS: I
°»>on
Meet with Laurier departmental
Athletics & Recreation
representatives to learn
Career Centre
T AT TPTT7P
,
Human Resources
about summer 2008 and fall and winter information Tp.hnninm,
Career Development Centre
.
lntor ation technology Services
2008-2009 part-time Media Technology Resources
employment opportunities Office ot
Student Recruitment
on Wednesday, March sth, 2008
0
Parking Services ■
Special Constable Services
I
from 10:00 a.m. to 3:00 p.m. Student Connections I
j n Concourse! and more...visit www.wlu.ca/career
regularly tor up-to-date departmental registrants
Funding for
the Faculty
of Music
The Ontario government invests $3 million in
WLU's internationally-renowned faculty
MELISSA DRANFIELD
STAFF WRITER
In an announcement made last
Wednesday by Kitchener Centre
MPP John Milloy, MinisterofTrain-
ing, Colleges and Universities, the
provincial government is invest-
ing $3 million in Laurier's Faculty
of Music facilities in the John Aird
Building.
The funding will enable a reno-
vation and expansion of the Aird
Building, which will improve the
overall quality of facilities available
to music students at Laurie.
Specifically, they aim to create
"new teaching spaces and better
teaching spaces, acoustical treat-
ments [which will minimize] sound
bleeding, new mixing boards for
students doing composing which
requires digital components, some
new performing spaces ... and then
just sort of the general cleanup
and upgrading," according to Dr.
Charles Morrison, deanof the Fac-
ulty of Music.
Additional improvements to the
Aird Building will address heating,
ventilation and air conditioning.
Dr. Morrison maintains that "Air
flow, quality of air is a big concern
in this building ... Music buildings
need stable humidity," and such is-
sues will be rectified with the gov-
ernment funds.
Second-year music student and
voice performance major Ryan
Vallee commented that he hoped
something would be done with the
TheatreAuditorium.
"It is just so unfit for so many
things," he said.
Unfortunately, it will not be in-
cluded in therenovations.
"We're going to need every pen-
ny of that [$3 million] to renovate
this building properly," explained
Morrison.
"We're not sure how far the mon-
ey will extend, but sadly itwon't ex-
tendto the T.A."
Up the road at the University of
Waterloo, an $8 millioninvestment
has been made to its new Health
Sciences Campus located in down-
town Kitchener.
This is all part
of a $1.4 billion
investment in strategic infrastruc-
ture, which was announced by the
province in its Fall Economic State-
ment.
The initiative is geared towards
creating a more competitive econ-
omy for Ontarioand to fuel job cre-
ation and growth province-wide.
As part of the same $1.4 billion
funding initiative by the Province,
$200 million will be allocated to
campus renewal projects in ef-
ficiency, of which Laurier will re-
ceive $200,000 to improve energy
efficiency and safety on campus.
Since 2003, Laurier has received
a total of $25.2 million in funding
fromthe province.
When asked about the fact that
the Faculty of Music was the only
one at Laurier to receive funding
under this provincial plan, Mor-
rison said that "we're the only fac-
ulty that got money this time, but
to be clear, we've never had money
before.
"This is the last building that
hasn't been renovated," he said.
"It's our turn."
However, Morrison confirmed
that the overall response from the
rest of the university has been ex-
tremely positive.
"We are very fortunate to get the
support that we have from the ad-
ministration and from the univer-
sity as a whole," he said.
When asked about how he felt
regarding the funding, Morrison
asserted that, "All I really want for
these students, and my faculty and
staff for that matter, is a place and
a facility that has a quality befitting
the quality that they're bringing
into the programs."
The renovations to the Aird
Building are scheduled for comple-
tion by September 2009.
See PAGE 26 for editorial reaction to this story
GREG MCKENZIE
MAKIN' MUSIC - Laurier's Faculty of Music is set to receive $3 million.
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Write for Cord News
Contact lcarlson@cordweekly.com or
dpolischuk@cordweekly.com
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laurier
Arts & Science students
Not sure what career path to take?
Consider applying to Laurier Co-op.
• 96% of students in Arts Co-op and Science
Co-op obtained employment last summer.
• Participants gain practical experience
before graduation.
We invite you to attend an information session to
learn more about the Co-op Option, including what
types of positions are typically available and how to
Information sessions at the Centre for Co-operative
Education and Career Development (CC-201)
• Monday, March 3, 2008, 12:00-1:00p.m.
• Tuesday, March 4, 2008, 9:00-1 0:00a.m.
Study in the UK
Subjects available: Business, Chiropractic, Computing, Design,
Engineering, Fashion, Forensics, Humanities, Law, MBA, Media,
Psychology, Sport Science, Creative and
Media Writing, Journalism.
• numerous undergrad & postgrad opportunities available.
• award winning institutions for teaching quality, and best student experience.
• unique and vibrant campus settings and facilities.
• low cost of living and 93% + graduate employment rate
•
space still available for September 2008.
Meet with representatives from the University
of Glamorgan and Swansea University at our Burlington
Open House on Sunday March 2nd, 12-spm.
Barclay & Knap Educational Services
399 Pearl Street, Burlington, ON.
(just off Lakeshore, between Brant & Guelph Line).
905.632.0999
For more information contact joe@barclayknap.com
barclay&knap
Swansea University educat i on a I services
Prifysgol Abertawe
www.swan.ac.uk www.glam.ac.ukwww.bQrclQyknop.com
CANADA INBRIEF
Students protest
province's defreezing
of tuition fees
Quebec City, QC
Last Thursday, students from all
over the province protested in
Quebec City because of the un-
freezing of tuition fees. Students
have been fighting with the pro-
vincial government since last fall
concerning the tuition increase,
which, according to the Charest
administration, will rise by $1,000
every year for the next five years.
Presently, students in Quebec
are paying an average of $2,000 a
year for tuition as opposed to the
$5,000 annual fee paid by out-of-
province students.
Around 1500 students partici-
pated in the march organized by
the Association pour une
Solidar-
ity Syndicale Etudiante, which is
a provincial student lobby group.
Police officers with riot gear were
at the demonstration as well.
Usually, the majority ofprotests
take place in Montreal, but this
was an exception. According to
Macleans.ca, this march was held
in Quebec City because student
leaders said that they felt it was
time to bring the protests directly
to the politicians that make deci-
sions affecting post-secondary
education.
Students upset with
new city by-law
Oshawa, ON
Recently, a new by-law passed
by the city of Oshawa has created
uproar among local students, as
it impacts where students are al-
lowedto live in the city.
The revised Residential Rental
Licensing By-law is only being ap-
plied to the neighbourhood that
surrounds Durham College and
the University of Ontario Institute
of Technology (UOIT), and many
students feel it is an effort to drive
them out ofthe community.
In a press
release issued by the
Canadian Federation of Students
(CFS) of Ontario, the president
of Durham College and UOIT
Students' Association spoke out
against the decision by City Coun-
cil members. CFS-Ontario chair-
person JenHassum also expressed
her
concern, saying that the deci-
sion was a "dangerous precedent"
for other student-oriented cities.
Under this new by-law there
is a restriction on the number
of rooms that can be rented in
a house, and it creates a new fee
for landlords who own property
surrounding the post-secondary
institutions.
National Day ofAction
against Health Canada
BC and ON
Yesterday, protesters aligned to
fight a ban on organ donations
from gay men that has been im-
plemented by Health Canada.
A groupcalled Standing Against
Queer Discrimination (SAQD)
declared February 26 to be a Na-
tionalDay ofAction for Organ Do-
nation. SAQD collaborated with
various other groups for the day
of action, such as the Canadian
Federation of Students, Members
of Parliament, community groups
and other university students
across the country.
According to a press release is-
sued by SAQD, the aim of the day
is to send a message to the gov-
ernment and Health Canada that
they will not stand for policies that
they see as reinforcing homopho-
bic stereotypes about gay men.
- Compiled byMadhavi Ganju and
LauraCarlson
WEDNESDAYFEBRUARY27,2008 ■ THE CORD WEEKLY
8
News
'
ftUM - >^I't^bl.
/j-
I
A-v "^ll
WLU Global Citizenship Conference 112
*1 Ml
March 7-9,2008
The Wilfrid Laurier Global Citizenship Conference is an exciting and multi-faceted event
that offers students, academics ana community members a forum for engagement in
local, national and international issues, including the environment, trade and conflict.
7 panel discussions, 3 lectures, 20 workshops
Featuring keynotes from: Tickets are on sale now at the Bookstore!
Gen. Romeo Dallaireand Dr. Samantha Nutt Dallaire EventOnly
Presented by laurier International & GCC
[i-'H Students $5
k§ * General Public $15 v .
_ _£• • 0
Ge"eral Publ' C
%
LSPIRG
Be engaged, be empowered, beproactive •Visit www.gcdaurier.org formore information
LSPIRGTsTliring for 2008-09!
*" Vs,
s°cmy
Conscious Challenging newarctic
If you would like these words to describe your part-time job next year, look no further!
LSPIRG is hiring for the following positions:
1. Volunteers Coordinator 3. Marketing & Communications Coordinator
2. Training & Research Coordinator
To apply, please submit a covering letter, your resume, a list of the positions you are interested
in (ranked in order of preference), and a list of any positions for which you do not wish to be
considered.
#
Application Deadline: Noon on March 10, 2008
Laurier Students' Public Interest Research Group
Jf Library Rm 3-301, Ph: 519-884-0710 x3846. info@lspirg.org, www.lspirg.org
LSPIRG Sign up on the website for a Weekly Email Update . Join LSPIRG's Facebook Group!
{Student SpG«.
„
!
JOIN THE NEWS TEAM! ' ***! 1
ii
1
■
/#•*&&&&£%*.
I
dpolischuk@cordweekly.com |22
Regina St. N 2fori i
nr
I Waterloo. >*x£>sov>y studio fee
I (519)747 2155 in on Tues. and Wed. |
lcarlson@cordweekly.com \ .
I J|HH§f|f*^-'UC,SmU
dhouSe.COm
Come, Paint, Share the love! J
Long-time volunteer new
Cord Editor-in-Chief
Fourth-year English student Alex Hayter will take the reins starting in May
ALISON GRENKIE
STAFF WRITER
While many of his classmates are
preparing to graduate ina few short
months, The Cord's new Editor-in-
Chief, Alex Hayter, is getting ready
to dig inhis heels for whatpromises
to be an exciting final year.
His fifth year at Wilfrid Laurier
will also be his fifth with The Cord,
a relationship that began in 2004
with Hayter's first published article,
a review of a performance by Bed-
ouin Soundclash at the Turret.
The article must have impressed,
because Hayter was hired as the
A&E Editor soon thereafter. "I
had no idea that I would get the
job," Hayter says, describing his
surprise.
But he admits that once he start-
ed writing he was hooked and sug-
gests that The Cord team must have
picked up on his enthusiasm.
In his third year, Hayter contrib-
uted as a Features Editor and, like
many other editor-in-chief before
him, Hayter has taken on the role
of Print Production Manager this
year.
Hayter's passion is evident as he
talks abouthis timewith Tire Cord.
"Writing is what I do best," he
puts it simply.
"I feel like I've challenged myself
in
ways that I never would have," he
says abouthis experiences with the
student newspaper.
His plans for next year include
the continued development of
CordWeekly.com, which has been
a huge focus for current Editor-in-
Chief Mike Brown and inaugural
Web EditorDan Belgue.
Hayter praises Brown and Bel-
gue for having created "an amaz-
ing foundation" that he hopes to
expand on in the 2008-09academic
year. Hiring a dedicated web team
and stressing unique web content
will be a priority for Hayter.
"I'd like The Cord website to be
[Laurier students'] homepage, their
main source of information," Hay-
ter says, explaining his vision for
the site. But he understands that it
must first "prove itself to readers."
While he acknowledges that this
may be a "lofty goal" he is quick to
point out that the number of stu-
dents using the website has been
steadily growing this year, and he
sees these numbers increasing in
the future.
Hayter hopes to publish a paper
that is "informative and entertain-
ing, but also a source of critical
thought for students to read.
"We have a responsibility as a
student newspaper," Hayter points
out. "Being a free critical voice
gives us the opportunity to offer
criticism."
Hayter's first task as editor-in-
chief, and one he's gready antici-
pating, will be to hire the '08-'O9
editorial board.
"I'm looking forward to what
they can achieve," Hayter says with
a smile.
SYDNEY HELLAND
PLAYER HAYTER - New Cord EIC seeks further improvements online.
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School of Applied Technology
Make
technology
work for you.
In just two semesters at Humber, you could upgrade
your degree with a postgraduate certificate in
Wireless Telecommunications,
Supply Chain Management
or Project Management.
Apply now and be well on your way to a successful
career in technology.
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Region of Waterloo
Cancer claims
life of Rose
Untch at 62
WLU staff member loved to go to dances
DAN POLISCHUK
NEWS EDITOR
While she may have been absent
from her post as financial bio-
graphical assistant in the Univer-
sity Development office for about
a year, Rose Untch's coworkers
are still coping with the fact that
she won't be coming back; Untch
succumbed to cancer at theage
of
62, after a two-year battle with the
disease.
Untch began her 17-year career
at Laurier in 1990 as the faculty
secretary in the School of Busi-
ness and Economics before she
moved to an accounting role in
the Registrar's Office. She took on
her latest role in 1993, working in
the department that handles do-
nations and fundraising for the
school.
As a coworker and close friend,
Cec Joyal described how Untch
had to deal with the death of her
husband John in 2002. Also leav-
ing her in distress was the suicide
death of her son Kevin in January
2007 and the loss of her daughter
Keri-Lynn to cancer in November
ofthat same year.
When asked how Untch was
able to endure such tragic events,
Joyal could not really explain it.
"We questioned thatevery day,"
she said.
"She was aCatholicwoman and
I think, at times, she questioned
her faith. But in the end, I'm sure
her faith is what got her through
itbecause she had a spiritual per-
son speak at her celebration of
life," added Joyal.
Even when it came to her own
eventual passing, her friend ex-
plained that Untch still put forth
the effort to plan the arrange-
ments for the ceremony, despite
her poor health.
"Shewas very strong to the end,
in that sense," said Joyal.
Untch lost so much weight that
she tipped the scales at a shock-
ing 80 pounds, nd her remaining
kin
- second daughter, Kim - con-
sidered it "a blessing" when she
finally passed, due the amount of
suffering her mother was having
to endure.
Recalling happier times, Joyal
commented how Rose's ultimate
passion was dancing.
"She loved to go to the dances.
She loved to get all dressed up
and go ... That was our Rose," she
said.
As Joyal worked her memory
banks, she left no doubt that Un-
tch left a lasting impression with
everyone
she met.
"Rose used to call me a lot. And
all of a sudden she's not there,"
said Joyal.
"When you think about her,
and wonder how Rose is doing,
you have to remember that Rose
is gone. It's sad. It's very sad."
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Graduate Studies
and Research
It starts
At the University of Ottawa you will work with internationally
renowned professors in an environment where student success is a priority.
M u Ottawa www.uOttawa.ca
' - - .
CAS argues that compensation
is not nearly enough for the type
of work being done by part-time
faculty.
Currently, part-time faculty, at
a pay of $6001 per course,
must
teach five different courses, a full
course-load, to make $30,000.
"Universities encourage young
people and parents and others to
go to university,
then to go on and
get a BA, a masters
and then later a
PhD," said Pimlott. "And then they
want to hire back the same peo-
ple at Mcjob rates? ... So why not
just get a BA and work for $40,000
somewhere else and get benefits
andall the rest?"
Another problem raised by
WLUFA at meetings is the issue
of seniority. Pimlott explains that
seniority is granted to a professor
when they teach the same course
a certain number of times, yet this
is impossible for part-time faculty,
as the courses they teach are con-
stantly changing.
CAS, therefore, is pushing for the
university to recognize that there
is great continuity between differ-
ent but similar courses, and sug-
gesting this should be taken into
account when granting seniority.
CAS is also raising the issue ofre-
search and publication. Part-time
faculty, as it stands, is not allot-
ted time or pay for conducting re-
search or putting out publications.
The university believes this
investment is not necessary be-
cause the purpose of CAS is only to
teach.
"They're hired to teach," ex-
plained Crowley.
"They're not hired to do research
or to publish. It's great when they
do but that's not what they're hired
for, and they know that going in."
Pimlott, again, disagrees, stat-
ing that it is entirely necessary for
a professor's quality of teaching to
keep up with developments in the
field.
"If we go from the assumptions
of what people like Kevin Crowley
will say, what does it say about the
administration's expectation of
the courses, at least 33 percent [of
which] are taught by CAS? Will the
quality be less than the 67 percent
of the full-time professors?" Pim-
lott questioned.
While neither side has come to
an agreement at this time,
univer-
sity administration believes that
the negotiations are going very
well.
"Both sides have been talking
for a while, but they are still talk-
ing," said Crowley.
However, WLUFA hopes that the
conciliator hired for Friday's meet-
ing will help lessen the divide.
"Both sides are still very far apart
on the major issues," said Pimlott,
later explaining the general course
of action after calling in a concili-
ator, without speculating what will
happen on Friday.
"Theoretically, what happens if
there's no movement with concili-
ators
...
the process that happens
to move on from that is to ask for
a no-boardreport... and then, at a
certain point - it's about two-and-
a-half weeks after the no-board
report - is either that management
can lock out or theboard can go on
strike," Pimlottnoted.
SYDNEY HELLAND
Arts
bash
at last
Students organize night
out at the Turret
ASHLEY JANG
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR
For the first timeat Laurier, six stu-
dent clubs are coming together to
host a Turret night targeted directly
at Arts students.
Jeremy Carnegie, president of
the Political Science Association,
noticed that there was a lack of
communication and cooperation
between various Arts clubs and de-
cided to make a change. "The clubs
on campus that have similar inter-
ests haven'tbeen collaborating," he
said.
Carnegie contacted various cam-
pus clubs via e-mail to discuss col-
laboration opportunities. "If you
have more people, you have more
resources together and itjust makes
a littlemore sense to me," he said.
Six of these groups were
interest-
ed inparticipating: thePolitical Sci-
ence Association, History Students'
Association, Laurier Sociology Stu-
dents' Association, Archaeology
Students' Association, Anthropol-
ogy Students' Association and Ge-
ography Students' Association.
Together, these groups have ar-
ranged an event called Arts Bash
that is taking place next Tuesday at
the Turret. This event is meant to
bring together all Arts — and even
non-Arts — students to mingle and
get to know each other.
Carnegie assured that, despite
the fact that it's run by Arts clubs,
people from all faculties are wel-
come. "We're not cutting it off say-
ing if you're not in Arts, you can't
come."
Students can expect Arts Bash
to be your typical bar night, plus
some extras. The event will begin at
9:00 pm
with hors d'ouevres being
served in the Hawk's Nest.
"We're also having some raffles
and stuff with the proceeds going
to the Waterloo Food Bank," said
Carnegie. The raffle tickets will be
selling for $1-2.
Funding for the event will be
raised through ticket sales, on top
of some funding from the Campus
Clubs department. Tickets are $8
and can be purchased in the Hallof
Fame until next Tuesday. They may
also be purchased at the door for
$10 each.
"We hope to create more of an
identity for the arts and, more than
that, we hope to maybe promote
more cooperation betweencampus
clubs," explained Carnegie, speak-
ing about the event's goals.
"This will be the first in many
co-operations that will happen," he
added.
Various issues on the table
- FROM CAS, COVER
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Fidel Castro resigns
One of the world's longest-serving leaders, Castro cited health problems when he
stepped down on February 19 after years of uncertainty surrounding his leadership
JENNIFER RAE
STAFF WRITER
Fidel Castro has officially stepped
down from his position as the
President of Cuba. The 81-year-old
leaderhas been ailing over the past
two years, and has
cited his health
conditions as the reason behind his
withdrawal.
News of his resignation came in
the form of a letter first published
by the online version of the coun-
try's state-ownednewspaper.
In the letter Castro explained
that "It would be a betrayal to my
conscience to accept a responsi-
bility requiring more mobility and
dedication than I am physically
able to offer." He went on to express
his wish "only to fight as a soldier of
ideas."
It remains uncertain whether
this change in government will lead
to any significant transformations
within the country, which was de-
clared to be a socialist state in 1961.
Fidel's younger brother
Raul has
now been sworn in as Castro's suc-
cessor by the current government
leaders.
Raul was the defense minister
of Cuba and was a part of the 80-
person guerrilla group organized
by Castro in the 19505, which ulti-
mately led to the overtaking of the
Batista regime.
In recent years,
Raul has been
regarded as a proponent for an in-
crease in the legitimacy of the Com-
munist Party, and someone intent
on preserving the role of the state
in issues ofsocial welfare while en-
couraging discourse and debate, as
reported by the Washington Post.
To some, Castro's resignation
serves as a chance for Cuba to
improve its foreign relations, par-
ticularly with the US, a long-time
adversary.
As Julia Sweig, Director for Latin
America Studies at the Council on
Foreign Relations (a US-based for-
eign affairs think-tank) explains,
"The resignation, and ultimately
Fidel Castro's death, represents an
opportunity to bury the hatchet - a
chance I think many in
this country
are eager to embrace."
Economic inequality within
Cuba is one of the main issues fac-
ing the new president, as current
policies have led to alack ofsupport
for small businesses and a needfor
improved job opportunities. The
management
of foreign capital will
be integral to any improvement in
this sector, reports the Washington
Post.
Christiane Amanpour, CNN's se-
nior international correspondent,
explains that day-to-day living is
difficult for Cubans, and describes
the general wishes of citizens for
"openness, freedom, the ability to
have enough wherewithal (to find
jobs), the same kind of bread-and-
butter issues that everybody all
around the world wants."
Castro stands as one of the lon-
gest-serving leaders in the world,
having been established as presi-
dent in 1959 following the suc-
cessful coup of the corrupt Batista
dictatorship that was in place at the
time. He has been touted by sup-
porters as a source of momentous
social progress within Cuba,
in-
cluding racial integration and uni-
versal health care and education.
However, as mentioned by the
CNN, he is criticized by opponents
for his refusal to abandonhis strict
socialist economic modeland one-
party Communist rule.
During the course of Castro's
reign over the country, conflict
arose between Cuba and the Unit-
ed States. Although the US original-
ly accepted Castro's government,
feelings soon changed as Castro
began the process of nationalizing
factories and plantations within
Cuba, which had previously been
American-owned. As a result, all
diplomatic ties between the two
nations were severed in January of
1961.
The famed Bay of Pigs incident
occurred a mere four months later,
in which a group of Cuban exiles,
who had been trained by the CIA
and armed with US weapons, at-
tempted unsuccessfully to bring
down Castro's government.
In 1962, the Soviet Union in-
stalled nuclear weapons in Cuba,
leading to an intense standoff with
the US. Cubawas quarantined, and
the US ordered the weapons to be
removed. The Soviets complied,
and nuclearwar was avoided.
Today, the US-established em-
bargo on Cuba remains in place, as
does a ban on remittances. Almost
ten percent of the Cuban popula-
tion currendy resides in the US, liv-
ing as exiles.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
BROTHERLY LOVE - Raul Castro has taken over Fidel's post in Cuba.
York students demand
Canada accept Kosovo
Some observers claim Canada is afraid of validating Quebec's separatist movements
CARL MEYER
EXCALIBUR YORK UNIVERSITY
TORONTO (CUP) - The Albanian
StudentAssociation at York Univer-
sity has called upon the Canadian
government to recognize the inde-
pendence of Kosovo. Other student
groups aren't sure theyhave the au-
thority to make thatdemand.
On Feb. 17, the former Serbian
state of Kosovo unilaterally de-
clared itself a new nation. The next
day, three permanent members of
the UN Security Council declared
their support for the move:
the
United States, Great Britain and
France.
But theUnited Nations as a whole,
including Canada, have beenreluc-
tant to officially recognize Kosovo's
independence.
Some states, including Rus-
sia, have called the declaration a
breachof internationallaw.
Some students at York are now
ready for Canada to make up its
mind.
"We feel that Canada should join
the rest of the democratic world
and recognize Kosovo and their
decision to become independent,"
said Mimoza Miftari, vice-presi-
dent of York's Albanian Student
Association.
But other Albanian student
groups are playing it safe on the
question ofwhetherCanada should
support an independent Kosovo, a
state with a 92 percent ethnic Alba-
nianpopulation.
"That's well beyond the purpose
of our group to decide," said Olivia
Miloj, president of the University of
TorontoAlbanianStudent Union.
While Miloj said her group is
"definitely not" planning to lobby
the federal government on a deci-
sion, they are planning a celebra-
tory party "within the next two
weeks."
Miftari said that, regardless of
whether or not the Canadian gov-
ernment recognizes the new coun-
try, she would like to extend her
organization's thanks for past aid.
"We would like to thank the Ca-
nadian government, on behalf of
our group, for their support during
the war in Kosovo and opening the
doors to all the refugees that came
here during that time," she said.
Some observers have claimed
that the federal government is
afraid of validating a separatist
movement that could stir Quebec
nationalism.
The Parti Quebecois (PQ) sent
congratulations to Kosovo lead-
ers on Feb. 17. Miftari said, how-
ever,
that the two situations are not
related.
"We are very aware of the situa-
tion in Quebec, and that's why we
think Canada is reluctant. But we
also knowthatthe situationin Que-
bec is different fromwhat Kosovo is
and was before," she said.
"We feel that Canada should
JOIN THE REST OF THE DEMOCRATIC
WORLD AND RECOGNIZEKOSOVO
AND THEIR DECISION TO BECOME
INDEPENDENT."
- Mimoza Miftari, vice-president, York
Albanaian Students Association
Canada's Clarity Act, a piece of
federal legislation passed in 2000
that requires any future vote for
separation by any Canadian prov-
ince to be framed in "clear" termi-
nology and possess a "clear major-
ity" to pass, makes any unilateral
declarations of independence like
Kosovo's illegal.
Hence, accepting Kosovo may
legitimize Quebec's intent to
disconnect.
Kosovo was established in 1945
as a province within what was then
the People's Republic of Serbia, it-
selfpart of the Socialist Federal Re-
public ofYugoslavia.
In 1999, the North Atlantic Trea-
ty Organization (NATO) became
involved in a bombing campaign
of Yugoslavia that sought there-
moval of Serbian
and Yugoslavian
forces from Koso-
vo. NATO claimed
this campaign was
a "humanitarian
intervention."
After the cam-
paign, the United
Nationsestablished
the InterimAdmin-
istrationMission in
Kosovo, taking over
much of the area's governanceand
removing Serbia from direct politi-
cal control.
Throughout this decade, a series
of UN-backed negotiations have at-
tempted to broker a peaceful path
to independence. The most re-
cent attempt, in 2007, was heavily
protested.
Pro-independent Kosovo parties
in the Serbian government subse-
quently declared they would vote
for independence unilaterally.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
V FOR VICTORY - Ethnic Albanians celebrate their new independence.
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Pakistan votes against Musharraf
The election resulted in the majority of the available seats being given to the Pakistan People's Party, with the Pakistan Muslim League - Nawaz
coming in a close second; a coalition government is now in the works between those parties, though their leaders cannot run for the PM's post
HEATHER MACDONALD
STAFF WRITER
On February 18, 2008, nearly two
months after the death of Benazir
Bhutto, Pakistanis voted the Paki-
stan People's Party (PPP) and the
Pakistan Muslim League - Nawaz
(PML-N) into power.
President Musharraf is refusing
to resign as president, leading to
THE FORMATION OF THE COALITION
PARTY IN ORDER TO IMPEACH HIM
FROM OFFICE.
»
- BBC News reports
Of the 342 available seats, the
PPP received 87. The PML-N fol-
lowed with 66, and former presi-
dent Pervez Musharraf and his
party, the PML-Q, trailed
with
38 seats. The remaining seats are
spread out among small parties
and independents.
Despite his defeat, Musharraf re-
fuses to resign as president, which
is leading to talks of a coalition
party in order to impeach him. Asif
Ali Zardari, Bhutto's widower
and
leader of the PPP, and Nawaz Shar-
if, leaderof the PML-N, have been
discussing the possibilities of join-
ing together.
BBC News reports Zardari's ex-
pectations of the newfound party.
Number one on his agenda is seek-
ing the assistance of the UN in the
investigation of his wife's death,
which some have accused Mush-
arraf of having a hand in.
Zardari is also searching for the
impeachment of Musharraf, which
can be successful with a two-thirds
majority government - something
which would re-
quire the combina-
tion of Zardari and
Sharif's respective
parties.
Regardless of
a previous bitter
rivalry, Sharif ex-
pects similar re-
sults on a broader
spectrum, stating
his desire to "rid
Pakistan of dictatorship forever," as
reported by BBC News.
In order to gain a two-thirds
majority, the PPP and PML-N will
need help. The Daily Times in Paki-
stan has reported the Awami Na-
tional Party (ANP) will join in talks
of a coalition, ensuring a majority
government.
Reuters reports that if a coali-
tion occurs, it will be the "first time
in Pakistan's history that two main
parties have come together."
US President George Bush has
been encouraging democracy in
Pakistan, but Newsweek reported
that since the election, Bush has
been nothing but hesitant towards
the new government and instead
called Musharraf to congratulate
him on holding a free and fair
election.
The Bush administration has
stated that they will "continue to
work with President Musharraf."
Condoleezza Rice, Secretary of
State, has reported to the Associ-
ated Press of Pakistan (APP) that
"the American people expect the
President of the US to continue to
pursue an agenda with Pakistan ...
focusing not just on counterterror-
ism but also on education, wom-
en's empowerment and support
for Pakistani social and economic
progress."
As for the coalition party, a new
leader has yet to
be chosen, but
many suspect
Makhdoom Amin
Fahim. Newsweek describes him
as having a "squeaky-clean repu-
tation," making him a desirable
candidate, as that is "unusual for a
Pakistani politician."
Neither Sharif nor Zardari are
eligible as they are not MPs. Also,
Zardari previously served eight
years in prison under charges of
corruption, making him an unap-
pealing leader for a democratically
hopeful country.
Still, many suspect Zardari may
take over leadership after Fahim
creates a smoother and more firmly
established coalition.
As opposed to Zardari, Fahim
- also of the PPP - is known to work
well with others and get things
done.
Even if a new party fails to
emerge, Arab News
has reported
Musharraf's '.'vow to defeat terror-
ism, forge a stable government and
create the foundationfor sustained
economic growth."
Either way, the Pakistani people
are being promised forms of de-
mocracy by both sides, and with a
free election and such discussions
taking place, the future of Pakistan
seems to be looking up.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
FRIENDS, AGAIN - Nawaz Sharif and Asif Ali Zardari look to put aside
past rivalries to oust President Pervez Musharraf from power.
Russia protests US satellite destruction
The US decision to shoot down one of its own spy satellites has some claiming their ulterior motives include missile testing
ASHLEY DOODNAUTH
STAFF WRITER
The United States' decision to shoot down a
US spy satellite was carried out on Wednes-
day, February 20. With the use of the USS
Lake Erie - armed with an SM-3 missile,
which is designed to knock down incoming
missiles - the 2000-pound satellite was shot
down from 250km above the Pacific Ocean.
In late January, the White House an-
nounced that their satellite had lost power
and propulsion and, as such, they would be
monitoring the situation. The choice to take
down the satellite came about because of the
threat of the 450 kilograms of hydrazine fuel
attached to the spacecraft.
If the satellite were to crash on Earth, peo-
ple exposed to the toxic fuel would experi-
ence effects similar to inhaling ammoniaor
chlorine, high doses of which could lead to
death, reports BBC News.
According to the Royal CanadianMounted
Police, there is a one in four chance that de-
bris would hit Canada, and if it did happen,
the radius would be up to 1000 kilometres
wide.
However, The New York Times reported
that the residual pieces of satellite that re-
entered the earth's atmosphere would have
burned
up already.
Russia accused the US of using this "dead
satellite" as a ploy for testing their anti-satel-
lite weapons. US General James Cartwright,
however, denies claims that the main aim
was to destroy secret parts of
the US spy
sat-
ellite, as reported by BBC News.
The Russian defense ministry maintains
that the US planned to test its "anti-missile
defense system's capability to destroy other
countries' satellites."
their accusations ofUS testing came out of
the fact that US spy satellites are regularly dis-
posed ofusing a controlledre-entry, inwhich
the craft would be dumped into the Pacific
Ocean in order to prevent
other countries
from learning the secrets of the spacecraft's
composition.
However, in this most recent case, there
was a possibility of the vessel landing in Rus-
sia or China.
Dr. John Pike, a space and security expert,
told BBC News that Russia and China would
be interested in examining the debris; how-
ever,
the likelihood of extracting any usable
information from the charred bits would be
slim.
According to the Associated Press, the
largest uncontrolled re-entry of a
US space
agency vessel was Skylab in 1979.
The 78-
ton space
station fell into the Indian Ocean
harmlessly.
However, in this case, the Bush administra-
tion thought it was best to actively take down
the potential health hazard. Their main goal
was destroying the fuel tank. As the Pentagon
confirmed, the fuel tank was reportedly frag-
mented, as officials saw an explosion when
the SM-3 missile hit.
Still, some critics claim the US hadulterior
motives in their actions, and they were a di-
rect result of China's January 2007 mission in
which they were able to shoot down a Chi-
nese Feng Yun IC polar orbitweathersatellite
successfully.
That incident occurred 865 kilometers
above the earth, which is almost three and a
half times the height which the US was able
to accomplish just a few days ago.
Criticisms of China's actions were also
heard from Japan, Australia and the United
States, fearing it could trigger some sort of
"space arms race." Still, China's foreign min-
ister, Lui Jianchao, stated at the time that
China supports the peaceful use ofspace and
opposes any
form of arms race.
BBC News reported in January 2007 that
the US had revised their space policy to state
that Washington had the right of action in
space and that they were known to be re-
searching such "satellite-killing" weapons.
The decision to shoot down this satel-
lite has already sparked debates across the
globe.
! CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
THAR SHE BLOWS - The USS Lake Erie launches the SM-3 missile
at USA 193.
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Sports
Curling Hawks sweep both OUA titles
The Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks men's and women's curling teams dominated the rest of the province, each taking home a
championship title; they will proceed to compete at the national level for Canadian University Gold in two weeks' time
DAVE SHORE
FEATURES EDITOR
Both the men's and women's
Golden Hawks curling teams came
out victorious in the OUA curl-
ing championships in Hamilton
on Sunday, February 17. Follow-
ing their victories, both teams will
head to the Canadian Interuniver-
sity Sport (CIS) championships in
two weeks.
The men played the Western
Mustangs in the finals, winning de-
cisively in six ends. "It was probably
our best gameof the season so far,"
said vice Bill Francis.
Whilethe men enjoyed a bye into
the finals, thewomen took a differ-
ent route to win the championship.
Beginning the weekend 0-2,
they came from behind in their
third gameand went on to win four
straight games to win the tourna-
ment, ending with a victory over
the Mustangs.
"We took a harder way through
to the finals," said Hollie Nicol, the
skip of the women's team.
"[lt] really shows the strength of
their team," noted Francis about
the ladies. "They've definitely got
thebest team in the province."
These two victories cement the
Golden Hawks as the best curl-
ers in the province. Now, they aim
to prove they are the best in the
country.
Both teams have known since
the beginning of the season that
they would be attending the CIS
tournament in Guelph. Unlike the
OUA championships, the CIS tour-
nament is purely invitational.
Despite the fact that any team
can sign up to play, with teams
coming from all across Canada, the
competition will be tough.
Francis recounts going to the CIS
championships two years ago, the
last time Laurier's team won the
OUA finals. "We went 1-4and didn't
make the playoffs," he recalled.
"It's going to be a little bit differ-
ent this year seeing that we've got a
different team. I think we've got a
stronger team this year than we did
two years ago," Francis added.
Both the men's and women's
teams are very confident that they
can perform well at the national
level.
"We'd say we have a really good
shot this year. We're really opti-
mistic. Both the guys and the girls
teams won OUAs and we think
we've got really good shots to win
CIS," Francis said.
"I'd almost say they've got a bet-
ter shot at winning it than we do,"
he continued, referring his fellow
female curlers.
The teams playing in Waterloo
for the CIS titleare vying for the op-
portunity to represent Canada on
an internationallevel next year.
The winning men's and women's
teams in the CIS finals will be invit-
ed to play in an international uni-
versity competition in China next
winter.
It is an honour for which Ni-
col feels the Hawks are prepared.
"Canadausually does really well on
the world level," she said. Two years
ago, a Canadian team won the in-
ternational championships in Italy.
After their victories in Hamilton,
a number of Golden Hawks have
been selected to the OUA all-star
teams. Francis was selected along
with second Paul Arkilanderto the
men's first team all-stars. Men's
skip MikeAndersonwas chosen for
theOUA's second team.
For the women, lead Hilary Mc-
Dermott received recognition as a
first team all-star, and vice Laura
Hickey was picked for the second
team.
TOM SOBOCAN
HURRY HARD! - Erica Butler and Danielle Inglis work hard to push the rock to the middle of the button.
Deadline drama in the NHL
With yesterday's deadline past, Dave Poleck examines how the trades will effect the rest of the year
DAVE POLECK
CORD SPORTS
Yesterday marked the NHL's annu-
al trade deadline, which included
25 trades involving 45 players. Al-
though Mats Sundin was now off
the market, most of the big-name
players who were rumoured to
be traded did end up finding new
teams during Tuesday's marathon.
While acquisitions at this point
in the season never seem to lead
teams to the Stanley Cup, here are
the winners and losers of this year's
deadline.
Although the price was huge and
the long-term effects are uncer-
tain, the Pittsburgh Penguins are
the biggest winner of the deadline,
stealing elite sniper Marian Hossa
away from their main competitors
in thewide-open East. This guy, on
a line with Sidney Crosby or Evgeni
Malkin, will be scary to watch down
the stretch.
Dallas addressed their scor-
ing depth issue with former Conn
Smythe trophy winner Brad Rich-
ards. The Stars hope that his ex-
cellent play in both ends can help
them finally get out of the first
round, something they have failed
to do since 2003.
San Jose finally added a proven
powerplay quarterback in Brian
Campbell, as the annual Stanley
Cup favourite Sharks look to finally
get over the hump in the playoffs.
If Jonathan Cheechoo and Patrick
Marleau can start scoring like they
have in past seasons, nobody is go-
ing to want to play San Jose come
April.
With Joe Sakic and Paul Stastny
returning from injury and the dead-
line additions of former Avalanche
stars Peter Forsberg and Adam
Foote, Colorado looks to make a
push for the eighth and final playoff
spot in the West.
With the additions of poten-
tial starting goalie Cristobal Huet,
grinder Matt Cooke and former
HartTrophy winnerSergei Fedorov,
the Washington Capitols have add-
Ed depth and experience that could
help them win the weak Southeast
Division.
Going into the deadline, the
Montreal Canadiens were the fa-
vorite to win the Marian Hossa
sweepstakes. Coming out of it, not
only did they fail to land theall-star
winger, they also ended up trading
Huet, their starting goaltender for
the past three seasons. One of the
hottest teams in the new year is
now forced to rely on rookie goalie
Carey Price to carry them therest of
the way.
How Leaf Nation must hate "no
trade" clauses! Without them I am
certain that the Leafs would be
on the winners list, as they would
have been able to make trades that
wouldput them
back in the playoffs
next season.
However, they were handcuffed
by contracts and unable to trade
top players such as Sundin, Darcy
Tucker, Tomas Kaberle and Bryan
McCabe. Trading Sundin was the
key to rebuilding this team and
having him in the lineup only hurts
theirchances in the future.
Also failing in the fight to land
Hossa were the Vancouver Ca-
nucks, who are going to have to
continue to rely on the Sedin twins
(Daniel and Henrik) and Roberto
Luongo's goaltending to get them
into the playoffs.
With the additions made by
Northwest Division rival Colorado,
Vancouver should be holding on
for dearlife to their current playoff
spot.
After starting the season with
only three losses in their first 19
games, the Ottawa Senators have
fizzled and are now going to be
fighting to hold the top spot both in
their division and the conference
for the remainder of the year.
Although they did add four Stan-
ley Cup rings in Cory Stillman and
Martin Lapointe, this team came
into the season as one of the favor-
ites to win it all.
With most of the top teams inthe
West making strong additions as
well as Pittsburgh adding Hossa, I
think Ottawa has set themselves up
for another disappointing playoff
run.
SPORTS
BITES
Hawks honoured
TheWilfridLaurierGoldenHawks
women's volleyball season came
to a close over Reading Week,
as they lost in the first round of
the playoffs to cross-town rivals,
the Waterloo Warriors.After los-
ing the first two sets, the Hawks
came back with a strong rally in
the third set, only to fall to the
Warriors in the final set.
TheOUA announcedthis year's
all-star players and award win-
ners. Fifth-year Danielle Walker
has been named to the West
Division's first team after ranking
fourth for points per game in the
OUA. She was also awarded the
West Division Award of Merit for
her hardwork and leadership.
The Hawks' Melissa St. Amant
has been named to the West Di-
vision's second team and team-
mate Megan Gilmore was also
honouredwith a spot on the
All
Rookie Team.
Ihe women finished their sea-
son with a 12-7 record, before
bowing out in the OUA quarterfi-
nal with the 3-1 loss to Waterloo.
The Cord Weekly ■ WednesdayFebruary 27,2008
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Women advance to OUA finals
Toronto's Varsity Blues are the only thing standing between Wilfrid Laurier and their fifth consecutive
OUA championship, while the Hawks pick up three of four major OUA awards and five all-star nods
LAUREN MILLET
SPORTS EDITOR
The Wilfrid Laurier Golden Hawks
women's hockey team defeatedthe
Queens GoldenGaels in two games,
completing the series with a tight
1-0 victory Saturday night. The no.
3 nationally ranked Hawks played
hard to advance to the OUA finals,
where they will enter a matchup
between the
top two teams in
the
province in a battle to be the best.
"It was a tough series to play in,"
said Head Coach Rick Osborne. "I
think it was the kind of series that
will be good for us. Traditionally,
we tend to get better and better as
the playoffs go on."
The Gaels went
up 1-0 early in
the teams' first matchup last Thurs-
day; however, the Hawks rallied
hard and never looked back, net-
ting two goals in the second period
and a third in the last frame to take
the game3-1.
Saturday's game saw the Gaels
come out hard, looking for revenge
and seeking to avoid elimination.
The game proved a tough battle
and the teams fought hard back
and forth, neither able to get
the
puck into the net.
It wasn'tuntila Hawks powerplay
eight minutes into the first period
of overtime that third-year forward
Lauren Barch gave WLU the win.
"I thought we might be a little
better in our home game, but af-
ter reviewing the tape, we were
actually pretty good defensively,"
commented Osborne. "We were a
little bit unlucky around their net
- it took us a while to finally score
one."
Osborne felt that the players may
have been a little dehydrated from
the long bus trip to Queens and it
hindered their offensive perfor-
mance. "That won't be a problem
this time," Osborne promised.
Having two home games
and with
Toronto being much closer than
Queens, he says hydration will not
be an issue.
Looking into their game to-
night against the Toronto Varsity
Blues, Osborne predicts a tough
matchup.
"Toronto is a different outlook.
The team is real close to us statis-
tically," he said. "You would think
they would have a huge edge, hav-
ing five fifth-year players. But we
have proven every year, with six
rookies, that you can bring rookies
in and have them playing great by
playoffs.
"We have a little bit more depth
and I'm counting on the depth to
wear teams down in the series for-
mat." This is the first year that wom-
en's hockey will see a best-of-three
series for the OUA semi-final and
final games.
"It gives teams like Laurier a
chance to use the big ice surface we
play on all year; it gives both teams
a chance to have a home game in
front oflocal fans. It comes as close
as we can possibly get to ensuring
that the best teams represent
the
OUA," said Osborne. "Therewas al-
ways the hope for the underdog in a
one-game, winner-take-all [format]
that a hot goalie can knock off the
big team."
"There is no question this year
that it will be the best team who
wins, either way," Osborne contin-
ued. "It's going to be good for the
league; this might be the best final
gameyet."
This year's final is indeed a show-
case of, year in and year out, the
two best teams in the OUA. When
the teams last met, the result was a
2-2 draw, with the Hawks scoring
with their goalie pulled in the last
10 seconds of play to tie the game.
"We had clinched first and they
had clinched second. We basically
played pond hockey and rolled our
lines a bit," said Osborne. "Toronto
did shorten their bench at the op-
portunity to beat Laurier, but the
last goal evaporated any psycholog-
ical advantage they would have had
in beating us before the playoffs."
The Hawks also enter the game
with confidence, having finished
the regular season by picking up an
armful of OUA honours. Keeping
the honour in the purple and gold,
Lauren Barch took OUA MVP from
teammate Andrea Bevan who won
it last year.
Captain Lauren Meschino
nabbed the Marion Hillard award
for outstanding athletics, academ-
ics and community leadership.
Osborne himself completed the
trifecta, picking up OUA Coach of
the Year for the fourth consecutive
year.
Barch and Bevan also picked up
spots on the first all-star team while
Meschino, Andrea Ironside and
goalie Liz Knox garnered all-star
nods on the second team. Rookie
Katherine Shirriff was awarded a
spot on the all-rookie team.
The teams hit the ice tonight in
game one of the OUA champion-
ship series at the Waterloo Recre-
ation Centre at 7:30pm.
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GOLDEN HAWK
UPDATE
Week of
February 28 - March 5, 2008
RECENT SCORES
02.24*08
M Hockey 3 - Lakehead7
02.23.08
W Hockey 1 - Queen's 0
M Hockey 2 - Lakehead 3
M Basketball 59 - Guelph 69
02.22 08
W Hockey 3 - Queen's 1
02.21.08
M Hockey 5 - Lakehead 4
02.20:08
M Basketball 71 - Windsor78
UPCOMING HOME GAMES
WOMEN'S VARSITY HOCKEY
OUA CHAMPIONSHIPS:
"
02.27.08
Game 1 vs Toronto
Waterloo Recreation Complex, 7:30 pm
02.29.08
Game 2 vs Toronto
Varsity Arena, Toronto, 7:3opm
03.02.08
Game 3 vs Toronto (if necessary)
Waterloo Recreation Complex, 2:OV pm
COME SUPPORT THE HAWKS!
LAURIER BOOKSTORE
' ATHLETES Of THE WEEK
Craig Voakes
Men's Hockey
Lauren Meschino
Women's Hockey
■ y .v.lau rierathletics.«
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Wolves end Hawks '08 season
Men's hockey team is eliminated in the Western Conference semi-finals
JAMIE NEUGEBAUER
STAFF WRITER
It was the best of times; it was the
worst of times. No, I am not refer-
ring to the Dickens novel but rath-
er to the 2007-08 rendition of the
Golden Hawks men's hockey team.
It was a year of highs - like the
thrilling game three 1-0 victory
over the WaterlooWarriors at their
home rink, when fifth-year defen-
seman Riley Moher scored the lone
goal with 39 seconds remaining in
the game.
Or when the purple and gold
won six of their first seven games
after the Christmas break, catapult-
ing themselves to a ninth overall
national ranking.
And it was a year of lows - such
as whenthey opened the season 0-
2, being outscored 11-2 over those
two matches. And when they had
a brutal end to the season, where
WLU won only one of their last
six (including two losses to lowly
Windsor).
"I wouldn't call this year a failure
by any stretch," commented third-
year forward Luke Girard. "Just a
learning curve. Last year, we won
a lot of close games ... we got a lot
of bounces that didn't come as easy
this year."
This season can be best described
as the year of the "what if" and the
"if only" Those who followed the
team can recall the blowing of 2-0
and 3-2 leads to lose 4-3 in a shoot-
out to Brock on November 14.
The mind harkens back to losses
against teams much weaker than
the Hawks such as the aforemen-
tioned Windsor losses, as well as
a 4-1 defeat at the hands of the
Queens Golden Gaels and a 6-1
pounding by the young York Lions
in Toronto.
"We lost some games we should
have won against some weaker
teams," Hawks rookie sensation
and point leader Craig Voakes
mentioned. "Who knows, it could
have been a little different down
the stretch. I think we could have
done a little better."
The theme that haunted the
Hawks seemed to be an enormous
difficulty winning games away from
the Waterloo Recreational Com-
plex. Laurier finished the regular
season with a great record
of 10-2-
1 at home. The road record paints
a completely different picture, as
the purple and gold finished 6-7-2
away from friendly confines.
In the playoffs, the Hawks won
both of their home games and won
only one of the three they played
on the road in the forbidding rinks
of the Columbia Ice Fields (Water-
loo's Rink) and the always-difficult
Fort WilliamGardens of Lakehead.
Clearly, the loss of home ice ad-
vantage in the playoffs was a major
strain for the GoldenHawks.
Last Sunday, the Hawks were
eliminated from the OUA playoffs
by the LakeheadThunderwolves by
a count of two games to one. Head
Coach Kelly Nobes' charges took
the lead in the series - the OUA
Western Conference Semi-Finals
- taking a 5-4 victory in game one
on their home ice.
When the series shifted to Thun-
der Bay, however, the tides turned.
The Thunderwolves' fourth-year
goaltender Chris Whitley put on
a show, making 63 saves over the
two games; even more impressive
than the quantity of the saves were
the timely nature of them, stunning
the Hawks whenever it seemed
as though Laurier would make a
comeback.
"Whitley played well the last two
games; he did pick up his game af-
ter the first one," said graduating
Hawks defenseman and assistant
captain Rob Dmytruk. "But at the
same time, we let it slip away."
"We had one bad period in each
game
and it cost us," added the na-
tive of Scarborough, Ontario.
"We let in three in the first period
of game two then four in the third
game in the second period." The
Golden Hawks just could not re-
cover in eithergame, losing 3-2 and
7-3.
The early exit was all the more
surprising considering last year's
successes,
when the Hawks fin-
ished third in the nation after a
great performance at the National
Championships in Moncton, New
Brunswick. This year, there will be
no return.
"As a team we competed hard,
but a couple ofbad periods [against
Lakehead] cost us," said Dmytruk.
"We have a lot to learn from this
year."
"All in all, we had a pretty good
season," added Voakes. "We came
up a
little short but all in all I
thought we did okay."
MIKE WHITEHOUSE - LAURIER ATHLETICS
GOODBYE HAWKS - Thunderwolves' Tobias Whelan escapes a hit from Hawks veteran defender Riley Moher, skating away with the puck.
SPORTS
BITES
Men end season in
round one of playoffs
The Golden Hawks men's basket-
ball team faced the end of their
2008 season this past weekend,
with a loss to the Guelph Gry-
phons in the OUA playoffs. The
youngHawks squad continuous-
ly cut into the Gryphons' lead,
only to have theiropponentspull
away each time. The men ended
the game with a 69-59 loss, 11
points short of advancement in
the playoffs.
Kale Harrison, the rookie from
Stratford, led Laurier offensively,
scoring 23 points on efficient
shooting and almost single-
handedly kept the Hawks close
in the first half.
The Hawks faced the Gryphons
twice priorto theirplayoff match-
up, andeach team had pulled off
an away victory, but this time the
Gryphons took advantage oftheir
home court and the Hawks were
no match for their strong defen-
sive style of play, which was evi-
dent in the low score. With this
experience under their belts, the
young Hawks squad looks to next
year for another chance at OUA
Finals.
- Compiled by Andrea Millet
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Ljdjsßk, 8.A., M.A(dventure)
With over 2,300 graduate students, Memorial
jjoq£r' University of Newfoundland attracts adventure-
*
seeking and inquisitive students from many walks
of life. Memorial University graduate students
JUr- ' jf become future scholars and professionals, and
our students benefit from attractive funding
packages and some of the lowest graduate
tuition rates in Canada. If you
wish to carry out
innovative research in a unique setting, begin
the adventure by contacting us.
become an expert.
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LAURA CARLSON 
NEWS EDITOR 
JOE TURCOTTE 
SPECIAL PROJECTS EDITOR 
The 2007-08 Wilfrid Laurier University Students' 
Union (WLUSU) presidential election has been one 
of the most controversial and contentious campaigns 
in WLUSU history. With an original election date of 
February 7, this year's elections have lasted three 
weeks longer than intended and are now sche_duled 
to culminate with tomorrow's run-off election be-
tween Colin LeFevre and Ross Fraser. 
As a former student, and one-time presidential 
candidate himself, current general manager ofWLU-
SU Mike McMahon believes that the lead-up to this 
year's election proceeded relatively normal. 
However, as McMahon points out, "The election 
had a wrinkle in it that nobody could have prevented, 
and that was based on candidate behaviour:' 
The Appellate Committee's decision to disqualify 
candidate Brian Punambolam for accruing too many 
campaign fines left the elections process in disarray, 
as the WLUSU Board of Directors (BOD) worked fe-
verishly to react to the unanticipated situation. 
While the disqualification of a presidential can-
did~te on election day may be the most publicized 
problem with this year's election process, it was cer-
tainly not the only one. 
Having switched to a new governance model, pol-
icy governance, this year the implementation of new 
policies became a major issue. 
The previous Elections and Referend<l: policies 
were deemed unsatisfactory by WLUSU President 
Dan Allison and Chief Returning Officer ( CRO) Craig 
Stover for a policy governance model. As a result, 
these policies were re-written by Stover and Appel-
late Committee and WLUSU staff member Matt Park, 
just days before the All Candidate's Meeting. 
"Upon further reviewing of [the policies] me and 
Matt Park have gone through to make the process 
easier and recommendations more friendly for ev-
eryone;' explained Stover. 
"The new policy has been created, which was then 
distributed at the beginning of the campaigning pe-
riod with clear instructions that this is what we're fol-
lowing;' he added. 
While Stover and Allison feel that this re-writ-
ing was necessary, former BOD member and chair 
of the now defunct Elections and Referenda Com-
mittee (ERC), Dan Hocking fails to see the need for 
such a rewrite, and sees the timing ofthe process as 
ill-advised. 
"THE SAME REASON WHY VICE-
PRESIDENTS SHOULDN'T BE INVOLVED 
IN CAMPAIGNS, IN THE SAME VEIN, 
BOARD MEMBERS SHOULDN'T BE 
EITHER." 
- Dan Allison, WLUSU President 
"There are policies that have been lacking every 
year that we've had conflicts with, so to go from a 
[more substantial] policy to much less policy this 
year really didn't make much sense;' said Hocking. 
In the past, the ERC committee, which consisted 
of BOD members, was highly involved with the elec-
tions process; now, under policy governance opera-
tion policies, including those relating to elections, it 
falls under the mandate of the President's office. 
"Just like with any _policy that the president puts 
forth on the corporation, the board did not ask to be 
involved or to see, or to approve this elections poli-
cy;' explains Jon Champagne, the current chair of the 
BOD. 
"Providing the [elections policy] fits in line with the 
policy governance manual, then it's okay;' he added. 
Just as the elections process lacked clearly defined 
policies, this year's campaign also suffered from a 
lack of communication and training between former 
and current election officials. 
"There wasn't really a good transition between me 
and last year's CRO. The resources weren't there;' 
said Stover. "I don't feel I was trained for the best:' 
It was this lack of a smooth transition between 
CROs that Stover feels contributed to organizational 
problems such as the Concourse not being booked in 
time for the Open Forum, Wilf's or the Turret not be-
ing reserved to announce election results and there 
not being enough ballot boxes for election day. 
As a result of having gone through these assorted 
gaffes, Stover is making recommendations to next 
year's CRO on how to better manage next year's 
planning. 
"I've passed files, files I've been given, policy;' ex-
plained Stover. "I've written a list of recommenda-
tions: 'here's what needs to be done, here's a good 
time to do it, here's the contact information' ... so 
that's all already been documented:' 
Aside from making recommendations regarding 
CRO transition, Stover and Allison also feel that it is 
important that BOD members should remain neutral 
in future elections, in terms of their affiliations with 
campaign teams. 
"The same reason why vice-presidents shouldn't 
be involved in campaigns, in the same vein, board 
members shouldn't be either;' said Allison. 
"I think in the future you won't have so much per-
sonal connection if the board chooses to not allow 
members to be on campaign teams, that will for sure 
be my recommendation and from Craig's office as 
well;' he added. 
Allison's recommendation to ensure the neutrality 
of board members is a result of the fact that the ma-
jority of this year's BOD were affiliated with a cam-
paign party. 
These allegiances resulted in instances of conflict 
of interest, which meant certain directors were re-
quired to abstain their votes during the process of 
determining whether or not to hold a run -off election 
after Punambolam's dtsqualification. 
This was complicated further due to the fact that 
presidential candidate LeFevre was currently sitting 
as a BOD member, and therefore had to declare con-
flict of interest himself. Because of this, LeFevre had 
to withdraw from any discussions at the board level. 
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T H E  ( O R D  W E E K L Y  •  W E D N E S D A Y F E B R U A R Y 2 7 , 2 0 0 8  
-
G R A P H I C  B Y  J U L I E  M A R I O N  A N D  A L E X  H A Y T E R ,  
P H O T O S  B Y  S Y D N E Y  H E L L A N D  
S P E C I A L  P R O J E C T .  1 9  
W i t h  a  d i s q u a l i f i e d  c a n d i d a t e ,  e m e r g e n c y  B o a r d  o f  D i r e c t o r s  m e e t i n g s ,  
d e l a y e d  e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t s  a n d  a n  e x t e n d e d  r u n - o f f  c a m p a i g n ,  t h i s  y e a r ' s  
W L U S U  p r e s i d e n t i a l  e l e c t i o n s  h a v e  b e e n  f a r  f r o m  m u n d a n e .  W i t h  
t o m o r r o w  s e t  t o  c l o s e  t h e  ' 0 7  - 0 8  e l e c t i o n s ,  T h e  C o r d  l o o k s  i n t o  t h e  
p r o c e s s  t o  s e e  e x a c t l y  w h a t  w e n t  w r o n g  
" T h e  f a c t  t h a t  s o  m a n y  o f  t h e  b o a r d  m e m b e r s  
w e r e  c o n f l i c t e d  o u t  a n d  w e r e  s o  p o l i t i c i z e d  g i v e n  
t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  b o d y ,  t h a t  w a s  a  p r o b l e m ; '  e x -
p l a i n e d  C h a m p a g n e .  
" T h e  b o a r d  a t  t h a t  t i m e  w a s n ' t  a b l e  t o  e f f e c -
t i v e l y  v i e w  t h e  i s s u e s  w i t h  t h e  e l e c t i o n  s i t u a t i o n s  
b r o u g h t  b e f o r e  i t ,  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n a t u r e  o f  t h e  
c o n f l i c t  o f  i n t e r e s t  o f  s o m e  o f  t h e  b o a r d  m e m -
b e r s ; '  h e  a d d e d .  
N o t  h a v i n g  a  f u l l i 4 : m e m b e r  B O D  ( a s  t h e  o r i g -
i n a l l y  I S - m e m b e r  b o a r d  w a s  r e d u c e d  f o l l o w i n g  
t h e  r e s i g n a t i o n  o f  M a t t  P a r k  e a r l i e r  t h i s  t e r m )  t h a t  
w a s  a b l e  t o  v o t e  o n  t h e  m a t t e r s  a t  h a n d  w o r r i e s  
M c M a h o n .  
" I  t h i n k  t h a t  i t  l i m i t e d  t h e  s c o p e  o f  t h e  d i s c u s -
s i o n  b e c a u s e  p e o p l e  w e r e  c o n f l i c t e d  o u t  o f  t h e  
d i s c u s s i o n  - t h a t ' s  a  p r o b l e m .  T h a t ' s  t h e  r e a s o n  
w e  h a v e  a  I S - m e m b e r  b o a r d ,  s o  t h a t  w e  c a n  h a v e  
a  I S - p e r s o n  d i s c u s s i o n ; '  s a i d  M c M a h o n .  
" A n y  t i m e  y o u r  b o a r d  i s  h a n d c u f f e d  b y  c o n -
f l i c t ,  i t ' s  n o t  a  g o o d  t e a m  e x p e r i e n c e ; '  h e  a d d e d .  
I s s u e s  r e l a t i n g  t o  c o n f l i c t s  o f  i n t e r e s t  a r e  n o t  
l i m i t e d  t o  b o a r d  m e m b e r s .  B e i n g  s o m e o n e  t h a t  
h a s  e x p e r i e n c e d  f i r s t - h a n d  t h e  t e n s i o n s  b e t w e e n  
h i s ·  c u r r e n t  p o s i t i o n  a s  a  W L U S U  m a n a g e m e n t  
c o m m i t t e e  m e m b e r  a n d  a  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n d i -
d a t e ,  V P :  M a r k e t i n g  R o s s  F r a s e r  e c h o e s  t h e  s e n t i -
m e n t s  o f  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  e l e c t i o n  b i a s e s .  
" P e r s o n a l l y ,  i t ' s  b e e n  a  v e r y  h a r d  t h i n g  f o r  
m e  b e c a u s e  I  t a k e  m y  j o b  v e r y  s e r i o u s l y ; '  s a i d  
F r a s e r .  
" I  p u t  a  l o t  i n t o  [ m y  j o b ]  a n d  w h e n  I ' m  n o t a l -
l o w e d  t o  h e l p  w i t h  s o m e t h i n g  i t ' s  v e r y  h a r d  f o r  
m e ; '  h e  a d d e d .  
F r a s e r  a l s o  n o t e d  t h a t  i n  c e r t a i n  t i m e s  d u r -
i n g  t h e  c a m p a i g n  h e  h a s  h a d  t o  s t r i k e  a  b a l a n c e  
b e t w e e n  o v e r s e e i n g  h i s  V P :  M a r k e t i n g  d u t i e s  
a n d  r e m a i n i n g  u n i n v o l v e d  w i t h  e l e c t i o n - r e l a t e d  
i s s u e s .  
T h e  s e n s i t i v e  n a t u r e  o f  m o s t  p r e s i d e n t i a l  c a n -
d i d a t e s  b e i n g  h i g h l y  i n v o l v e d  w i t h  t h e  u p p e r  l e v -
e l s  o f  t h e  U n i o n  m e a n  t h a t  i n s t a n c e s  l i k e  t h i s  a r e  
n o t  u n c o m m o n .  
D u e  t o  s u c h  c o n c e r n s ,  t h e  o p t i o n  o f  h a v i n g  a n  
o u t s i d e  a n d  i n d e p e n d e n t  o r g a n i z a t i o n  o v e r s e e  
W L U S U  e l e c t i o n s ,  i n  t h e  s a m e  w a y  f e d e r a l  a n d  
p r o v i n c i a l  e l e c t i o n s  a r e  c a r r i e d  o u t ,  i s  s o m e t h i n g  
t h a t  h a s  b e e n  t o y e d  w i t h  i n  t h e  p a s t  o n  s e v e r a l  
i n s t a n c e s .  
T w o  y e a r s  a g o ,  w h i l e  s e r v i n g  a s  E R C  c h a i r ,  
H o c k i n g  m a d e  t h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t o  o u t s o u r c e  
t h e  e l e c t i o n s  i n  o r d e r  t o  a c h i e v e  a  m o r e  o b j e c t i v e  
e l e c t i o n  r e s u l t .  
" I  d o n ' t  t h i n k  i t ' s  p o s s i b l e  t o  b e  f a i r  i f  i t ' s  e x -
e c u t e d  b y  m e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o r p o r a t i o n ; '  s a i d  
H o c k i n g .  " I t ' s  b e e n  m y  o p i n i o n  t o  o u t s o u r c e  i t  f o r  
a  w h i l e  a n d  t h a t ' s  t h e  o n l y  w a y  i t  c a n  b e  f a i r : '  
T h o u g h  H o c k i n g  f e e l s  t h a t  o u t s o u r c i n g  i s  t h e  
m o s t  r e a s o n a b l e  c o u r s e  o f  a c t i o n  f o r  f u t u r e  e l e c -
t i o n s ,  F r a s e r  b e l i e v e s  t h a t  s u c h  a  d e c i s i o n  i s  a  
d i f f i c u l t  o n e  b e c a u s e  o f  t h e  u n i q u e  n a t u r e  o f  s t u -
d e n t  g o v e r n a n c e  a t  L a u r i e r .  
" I t ' s  a n  o p t i o n ,  i t ' s  a l w a y s  a n  o p t i o n  f o r  o u t -
s o u r c i n g  b u t  i t ' s  s o m e t h i n g  w e  w o u l d  n e e d  t o  
l o o k  a t  v e r y  c a r e f u l l y  b e c a u s e  y o u  w a n t  t o  m a k e  
s u r e  t h a t  i t ' s  s o m e t h i n g  s t u d e n t s  a r e  b e i n g  d e a l t  
" I  T H I N K  T H A T  I T  L I M I T E D  T H E  S C O P E  
O F  T H E  D I S C U S S I O N  B E C A U S E  P E O P L E  
W E R E  C O N F L I C T E D  O U T  O F  T H E  
D I S C U S S I O N - T H A T ' S  A  P R O B L E M . "  
- M i k e  M c M a h o n ,  W L U S U  G e n e r a l  
M a n a g e r  
w i t h  i n  t h e  b e s t  w a y  p o s s i b l e ; '  s a i d  F r a s e r .  
A l t h o u g h  h e  s u p p o r t s  t h e  i d e a  o f  h a v i n g  a n  i n d e -
p e n d e n t  p a r t y  r u n  W L U S U  e l e c t i o n s ,  c u r r e n t  b o a r d  
m e m b e r  K o r y  P r e s t o n  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  c o s t  o f  s u c h  a  
s e r v i c e  i s  a l s o  a n  i m p o r t a n t  c o n s i d e r a t i o n .  
" T h e  w a y  t h a t  t h i s  e l e c t i o n  h a s  g o n e  I  a g r e e  t h e  c o s t  
w o u l d  b e  j u s t i f i e d ,  b u t  w i t h  w e l l  c o n s t r u c t e d  p o l i c i e s  
. . .  m a y b e  n e x t  y e a r  t h e r e  [ w o n ' t  b e l  p r o b l e m s  w i t h  
t h e  e l e c t i o n s ; '  s a i d  P r e s t o n .  
" I  t h i n k  t h a t  o u t s o u r c i n g  m i g h t  b e  a  s e c o n d  o r  
t h i r d  o p t i o n .  I  t h i n k  t h a t  f i r s t  w e  s h o u l d  t r y  t o  f i x  i t  
o u r s e l v e s  a n d  t h e n  i f  t h a t  d o e s n ' t  w o r k  o u t ,  t h e n  
t h i n k  o f  i t  a s  a  s e r i o u s  o p t i o n ; '  h e  a d d e d .  
A s i d e  f r o m  i d e a s  s u c h  a s  o u t s o u r c i n g ,  t h e  b o a r d  
h a s  a l r e a d y  t a k e n  m e a s u r e s  t o  s e e k  w a y s  t o  i m p r o v e  
t h e  p r o c e s s  f o r  f u t u r e  e l e c t i o n s .  
W i t h  t h e  f o r m a t i o n  o f  a  n e w  E l e c t i o n s  P o l i c y  R e -
v i e w  C o m m i t t e e ,  w h i c h  w a s  e s t a b l i s h e d  a t  l a s t  n i g h t ' s  
b o a r d  m e e t i n g ,  i t  a p p e a r s  t h a t  t h e  s i t t i n g  d i r e c t o r s  
a r e  i n t e r e s t e d  i n  f i x i n g  e x i s t i n g  p r o b l e m s  r e l a t i n g  t o  
W L U S U  e l e c t i o n s .  
D i r e c t o r  G r e g  S a c k s ,  w h o  p u t  f o r w a r d  t h e  m o t i o n  
t o  f o r m  t h e  c o m m i t t e e ,  f e e l s  t h a t  e x i s t i n g  e l e c t i o n  
p o l i c i e s  a r e  i n a d e q u a t e  a n d  n e e d  t o  b e  r e v a m p e d  
i n  o r d e r  t o  f i t  b e t t e r  w i t h i n  t h e .  p o l i c y  g o v e r n a n c e  
m o d e l .  
" B e c a u s e  o f  t h e  n e w  g o v e r n a n c e  s t r u c t u r e ,  t h e r e  
i s  a  n e e d  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  h o w  c o r p o r a t i o n s  o f  t h i s  t y p e  
r u n  e l e c t i o n s ; '  s a i d  S a c k s .  
" T h e  f a c t  t h a t  w e  h a d  t o  c o m e  b a c k  t o  t h e  b o a r d  
[ t o  m a k e  e l e c t i o n - r e l a t e d  d e c i s i o n s ]  i s  a n  a d m i s s i o n  
t h a t  o u r  p o l i c i e s  a r e  n o t  c o m p l e t e ; '  e x p l a i n e d  S a c k s .  
" T h e  b o a r d  w o u l d n ' t  h a v e  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  i f  t h o s e  
p o l i c i e s  w e r e  c o m p l e t e ; '  h e  a d d e d .  
T h i s  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  c o n s i s t  o f  s e v e n  m e m b e r s ,  
i n c l u d i n g  S a c k s  a s  C h a i r  a n d  t w o  c u r r e n t  d i r e c t o r s ,  
H e a t h e r  B l a i r  a n d  A d r i a n a  B o h l ,  w h o  w e r e  s e l e c t e d  
b y  t h e  b o a r d .  T h e  c o m m i t t e e  w i l l  a l s o  i n c l u d e  t w o  i n -
c o m i n g  d i r e c t o r s  a n d  t w o  s t u d e n t s  a t  l a r g e .  
F o r  h i s  p a r t ,  A l l i s o n  f e e l s  t h a t  t h e  i s s u e s  t h a t  h a v e  
p l a g u e d  t h i s  y e a r ' s  e l e c t i o n  c a n  h a v e  a  b e n e f i t  f o r  t h e  
o r g a n i z a t i o n  i n  t h e  l o n g  r u n .  
" W i t h  a n y  p r o b l e m ,  t h e  o n l y  t h i n g  y o u  c a n  t a k e  o u t  
o f  i t  i s  t h e  h i n d s i g h t  y o u  l e a r n  a n d  t h a t ' s  w h a t  w e ' r e  
m a k i n g  s u r e  w e  d o n ' t  l o s e ; '  s a i d  A l l i s o n .  
E c h o i n g  A l l i s o n ' s  s e n t i m e n t s ,  P r e s t o n  v i e w s  t h e  
c r e a t i o n  o f  e f f e c t i v e  e l e c t i o n  p o l i c i e s  a s  t h e  f i r s t  s t e p  
i n  r e s t r u c t u r i n g  t h e  W L U S U  e l e c t o r a l  p r o c e s s .  
W i t h  j u s t  o v e r  t w o  m o n t h s  r e m a i n i n g  i n  t h e i r  t e r m ,  
P r e s t o n  s e e s  t h i s  a s  t h e  p e r f e c t  t i m e  f o r  t h e  B O D  t o  
e s t a b l i s h  t h e  g r o u n d w o r k  f o r  a n  i m p r o v e d  s t u d e n t s '  
e l e c t i o n  s y s t e m  a t  L a u r i e r .  
B e l i e v i n g  i t  t o  b e  i n c u m b e n t  u p o n  t h e  b o a r d  t o  e n -
s u r e  t h a t  t h i s  y e a r ' s  f i a s c o  i s  n o t  r e p e a t e d ,  P r e s t o n  r e -
m a r k e d  t h a t ,  " I  t h i n k  i t ' s  o u r  d u t y  a s  t h i s  y e a r ' s  b o a r d  
t o  a t  l e a s t  s t a r t  t h e  p r o c e s s : '  
Student Life
Note-sharing website launched
School notes, assignments and presentations can now be shared world-wide with other students in return for a paycheck
ASHLEY JANG
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR
A revolutionary new website,
Knetwit.com, was launched last
Monday in the United States that
will enable students all over the
world to share their school notes,
assignments and presentations
- and profit from it.
The idea originated at Babson
College in Massachusetts from a
student named Ben Wald and his
roommate in their first year. The
two then got together with a num-
ber of different people to begin the
process of setting up the site.
Students can sign up for the web-
site simply by having a school e-
mail address. This ensures that the
only people using the website are
students who will be using the in-
formation for academic purposes.
Once signed up, students can
immediately begin uploading their
files. "It doesn't take too long to
sign up, you're sent your confirma-
tion in the mail and you can imme-
diately start uploading your docu-
ments for free," said Geoff Dittrich,
the southwestern Ontario promo-
tional representative for Knetwit.
com.
After you have uploaded as many
files as you please, you can begin
viewing other people's documents.
It is when your
document is
viewed by another student that you
begin making money.
"Students all over the world
ARE ALWAYS IN NEED OF MONEY.
Why not getpaid for the work
THAT you're DOING IN SCHOOL?"
- Geoff Dittrich, promotional rep
"All of your documents will re-
ceive credits based on [the num-
ber of] people that view them, how
many times they're viewed, wheth-
er or not they're a helpful resource
and your credits build up and are
then exchanged for a dollar quan-
tity," saidDittrich.
This amount does not always
stay constant becauseofchanges in
advertising seasons.
The website makes its money
from advertising and currently has
agreements set up with Ford, Can-
on and Sony.
The three companies have agreed
to provide prizes for students, in-
cluding three Ford Mustang GTs,
Canon digital cameras and Sony
flat screen TVs.
The website is designed to help
students all over the world share
their knowledge to help other stu-
dents out.
"This is a platform to share your
intellectual property. You're going
to be able to access notes from all
over the world," said Dittrich.
As far as plagiarism isconcerned,
Dittrich doesn't feel this website
will cause issues. "I don't see how
it's any differentfromwhat we have
already. I mean, online you have
access to infinite amounts of infor-
mation," he said.
"They've got their ways already
to stop plagiarism; they've got tur-
nitin.com, which of course would
still work with this site," he added.
Professors at WLU, however, may
have a differentperspective.
According to
Dr. Patricia Molloy,
a communication
studies professor, the
website is contribut-
ing to plagiarism.
"We've got
enough problems
with academic dis-
honesty as it is and
this is one more site
for it," she said.
Molloy feels that "it's sort of the
corporatization of education in
terms of using knowledge as useful
bits of information for profit."
Dr. Bill Hockley of the psychol-
ogy department also feels that a
website like Knetwit.com could be
abused by students.
"If students are using the website
looking for a way to make their re-
search process
for a paper easier,
because they can piggyback on
somebody else's research instead
of doing the research on their own,
then it's not fair to anyone.
"It really depends on how the in-
formation is used and unfortunate-
ly I think many would suspect that
too many people would be using it
for the wrong purposes," Hockley
added.
With over 3000 unique hits dur-
ing their first hour after launch-
ing and over 1600 notes uploaded
within the first week, Knetwit.com
seems to be catching on in the
States.
"It's already launched in the
States so we've got an idea of what
things were successful there and
how we can expand it to Canada,"
explained Dittrich.
The website has not officially
launched to Canada yet. While the
initial launch date was set for Mon-
day, the first dayback from Reading
Week, it had to be delayed due to
technicaldifficulties.
Since launching in the US, the
website has taken a number of
steps to work out any kinks that
were present.
"We've hearda lot ofgreat things
as well as gotten some ideas about
how to improve it and they're al-
ready being put into practice," said
Dittrich.
Dittrich feels that this website
will be a simple tool for students to
make a few extra dollars.
"Students all over the world are
always in need of money. Why not
get paid for the work that you're do-
ing in school?"
See PAGE 26 for editorial reaction to this story
WWW.KNETWIT.COM
ROLLING IN THE DOUGH - Students can make money by uploading their school notes to this new website.
Feminine products
notwidely accessible
On-campus bathrooms do not have feminine hygiene products available
HEATHER GIES
STAFF WRITER
Most women have probably no-
ticed that tamponsand pads simply
are not available in the washrooms
on campus.
While men may be oblivious
to the issue, the remaining three-
fifths of Laurier's student popula-
tion are continually faced with this
dilemma.
Women's facilities at Laurier are
devoid of any feminine hygiene
products, though some of them
bear a sign which reads: "Products
also available in Concourse Wash-
room & Centre Spot"
The Concourse washroom, pre-
sumably the one situated in the
vicinity of the Hub and OneCard
office, contradicts this statement,
for no products are available at this
location either.
True to this notice, though, both
tampons and pads are for sale at
the C-Spot.
According to WLUSU retail sales
manager Sue Dawson, however,
there is not any kind ofsales agree-
ment in place that could explain
theabsence of these products else-
where on campus.
The female change room at the
Athletic Complex does have a dis-
penser intended to provide pads
and/or tampons, though it refused
to accept any coins and did not ap-
pear to
be in working order.
Gary Nower, VP: Physical Re-
sources, states that prior to being
contacted for information on the
topic, he was unaware of this in-
SYDNEY HEILAND
NOT AVAILABLE - Feminine products are not provided in bathrooms.
- SEE FEMININE, PAGE 21
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accessibility of feminine hygiene
products incampus washrooms.
"I spoke with some people that
have history here and it seems that
at some point over the last five to
ten years that program dropped
from existence" says Nower.
Nower explains that although
he attempted to acquire an under-
standing of the rationale for this
decision, he was unable to findany
answers as to why it happened.
Having had the matterbrought to
his attention, Nower expresses that
the feminine hygiene product issue
is one that deserves further investi-
gation, and he states that, "It seems
unusual that it is not available, so
we'll look into that."
Inquiry among female
students
revealed that opinions of the situ-
ation vary greatly. While some said
they had not noticed, others cited it
as a really big inconvenience.
Female discontent ranged from
mildly dissatisfied to somewhat
irate, but it seems that the majority
of female students concur that it is
a large inconvenience, especially
when you're on campus with few
resources.
First-year psychology student
lessica Stuartblundy notes, "There's
nothing worse than getting your
period, rushing to the washroom
to get a tampon and them not hav-
ing any." Any woman could agree
that it's unpleasant and definitely
annoymg.
Through women's reactions, it
became evident that ladies would
generally view tampon and pad
dispensers as a welcome addition
to Laurier's washrooms, for itis cer-
tainly not an uncommon fixture in
otherpublic facilities.
With Physical Resources now
aware of the situation, perhaps
the future does indeed hold the
potential for increased availability
of feminine hygiene products on
campus.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
Ticket sales site will help small groups
Tickettrunk.com is available for individuals, small bands and small organizations to sell event tickets online without any cost
ASHLEY JANG
STUDENT LIFE EDITOR
Two Laurier MBA students have
come up with a simple way for
smaller organizations and bands
to sell tickets to their events online
through a website geared specifi-
cally towards them.
The concept was originally de-
veloped by Kevin McDermott, who
is the mastermind behind the soft-
ware for the website.
"He had noticed in the music in-
dustry a lot of smaller bands were
having issues with selling tickets
to their events," said Adil Dhalla,
president of business development
for the website.
Having managed a number of
bands before, Dhalla is very aware
of the difficulties involved with
small bands. "One of the big issues
was just that a lot of the smaller
bands don't have a lot of the big
band resources," he said.
The website is called Tickettrunk.
com and officially launched in No-
vember2007. It is similar to Ticket-
master.com in diat it enables peo-
ple to sell tickets worldwideonline.
"What the company's purpose is
at the core is we're trying to democ-
ratize the online ticketing industry,"
said Dhalla.
The difference between the sites
is that Tickettrunk.com is gearing
itself solely towards small-scale
ticket sales.
"It's a way ofselling tickets online
for smaller organizations, for indi-
viduals, for artists and musicians in
a way that doesn't currently exist,"
said Dhalla.
With Ticketmaster, the seller of
the tickets needs to have a lot of re-
sources and it can get pretty costly,
as the seller is charged to sell. Tick-
ettrunk is more affordable for indi-
viduals because it doesn't have a
charge for selling tickets.
Instead of the website organiz-
ing the ticket-selling page, the user
is able to create the event, choose
how many tickets will be available
for sale and set the selling price.
Sellers may also set different
rangesofprices for tickets as well as
change the number of tickets avail-
able at any point during the selling
period.
"Because we pass off that work
to the ticket seller, we are able to
keep our costs really low and pass
that on to people," said Dhalla. The
price of the ticket is then increased
by a small amount, and this extra
cost is whatkeeps Tickettrunk.com
running.
In an attempt to keep the website
as simple as possible, Dhalla and
McDermott have decided not to
include
any advertising on the site.
"We've really built our motto to be
as minimalist as possible because
we really want to stick to the idea
of being a simple tool so we do not
have advertising," stated Dhalla.
"It's a way of selling
TICKETS ONLINE FOR SMALLER
ORGANIZATIONS, FOR INDIVIDUALS,
FOR ARTISTS AND MUSICIANS IN A WAY
THAT DOESN'T CURRENTLYEXIST."
- Adil Dhalla, co-owner
Dhalla feels that a website like
this could be very beneficial to stu-
dent groups on campus. "Everyday,
at least on campus, it seems one of
the student organizations is having
an event for mul-
tiple purposes and
one of the things
they struggle with
is getting people to
actually come."
They are also
currently work-
ing on a Facebook
application that
would enable
those who R.S.V.P.
to event invitations to purchase
tickets right then and there through
their website.
"I think the trend is that we're
heading toward a heightened level
of convenience and sophistication,"
said Dhalla.
Since launching, Dhalla and Mc-
Dermott have been approached by
a New York City-based web mar-
keting company, Oddcast, which
will be redesigning their elephant
emblem for the site.
The website has seen consider-
able success thus far and Dhalla
feels this is because it is so acces-
sible and easy to use.
"It just gives that power to any-
one, anywhere, to sell tickets to
anything. It's proven an advantage
to so many small organizations."
GREG MCKENZIE
A STRONG TEAM - Adil Dhalla and Kevin McDermott have worked together to create a site that lets you sell tickets in a simple and free way.
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WLU to look into feminine product issue
Lack of pad and tampons on campus'seems
unusual', states VP: Physical Resources
- FROM FEMININE, PAGE 20
A day in the life Of... a cheerleader
Join us as we take a look into what it takes to be a Laurier cheerleader and whether or not they really only date football players
GILLIAN FARBER
STAFF WRITER
You will see them at almost every
football game, charity event and
pep rally, raising school spirit to a
new level.
The cheerleaders at WLU are
more than just smiling faces; they
are also exceptional dancers, per-
formers, gymnasts and athletes.
There are more layers to a cheer-
leader than just their short skirts
and bubbly personalities. Rather,
they are dedicated and hard-work-
ing athletes just like any other
sports team here at Laurier.
So much emphasis and anticipa-
tion goes into the football season
that students tend to disregard the
hard-working team cheering their
butts off on the sidelines.
Janine Maginniss, a third-year
varsity cheerleader here at WTU,
recounts her first year trying out for
the cheerleading team.
Maginniss always knew she
wanted to become a cheerleader
when she reached university. "I did
gymnastics and dance my entire
life and becoming a cheerleader
was a huge learning curve for me,"
she noted.
Maginniss explained that there
are three practices a week on Mon-
day, Wednesday and Friday for two
hours. On Friday, the team practic-
es in a gym in Cambridge with full
spring floors. "Friday, we go to the
real deal where we get to do tum-
bling and stuff," she explained.
Tryouts, on the other hand, are
a whole different ball game. The
combination of a sprint up and
down the stadium stairs and a 3 km
run usually proves to those hope-
ful cheerleaders that cheerleading
isn't just a walk in the park.
Maginniss explained, "The try-
outs really make everyone realize
that you actually have to be athlet-
ic. People don't really know what it
entails."
However, their cheery outlook
at times can hide the real pain and
hardship associated with cheer-
leading. Getting injured seems to
be a standard part of this competi-
tive team.
"My first year, our top girl got in-
jured just before finals and we had
to rework the whole routine," ex-
plained Maginniss.
As for herself, she rolled her
ankle during a practice, which put
her in a brace for weeks. Yet, with
strength and determination, Mag-
inniss pushed herself to recover.
It was worth it because their team
won the cheerleading national
championships this year.
Winning nationals is a huge ac-
complishment for the WLU cheer-
leading team, however it does not
necessarily mean that people on
the team are guaranteed a spot the
following year.
"So many people will want to
come to Laurier next year just for
that reason, which is great for the
school, but not so good for the usu-
al team members," said Maginniss.
While students
may picture the
Hollywood ideal of a cheerleader
dating the quarterback of the foot-
ball team, Maginniss reassures us
that, "it's really not as cliche as you
would think."
Still, the football boys are among
the only males the cheerleaders
work closely with this year, as there
are no male members of the team.
Maginniss explained, "We would
love to have guys on
the team,
but it's almost impossible to find
them."
So, for those girls (or boys) in-
terested in the squad, just visit the
Laurier Athletics website where
you can read up on the team and
news regarding practices, tryouts
and more.
And the next timeyou see cheer-
leaders, remember that behind
those frilly trappings are real ath-
letes who should be as admired
and respected as any other athletic
team at Laurier.
GREG MCKENZIE
GO TEAM GO! - Janine Maginniss (left) works hard at cheer practice.
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Information Technology Manager
MacDonald House Residence for students at
(honourarium position)
the Waterloo CaiTipuS.
Distribution Manager Applications (except Editors) due March 3rd
(salaried position)
rr v
. [ „
at 4pm in the WLUSP office.
Corporate Secretary
(honourarium position) Interviews dates to be announced.
The Cord WEEKLY Editor positions
Ar|y questions should be directed to Greg Sacks at
Applications available Feb 28th, due March 7th at 4pm greg.sacks@wlusp.com
Everyday ways to
save a bit ofmoney
With the end of the school year quickly approaching and your funds
decreasing each day, here are some simple ways you can save a buck or two
LINDA GIVETASH
STAFF WRITER
With the end of the school year in
sight, manystudents are clearly see-
ing their shrinking bank accounts.
Day-to-day costs, weekend
parties and gift-giving occasions
throughout the school year have
taken their toll.
Here are some ideas on how you
can cut back and save up for more
important things, like next year's
tuition.
1. Don't eat out.
Buying food from a grocery store
and making it yourself is always
more affordable than going out;
it's also healthier. Pack a meal and
some snacks to take to campus.
2. Do ityourself.
Make your morning coffee or
tea at
home and carry it to campus in a
travel mug.
3. Take thebus or walk.
The rising gas prices can make driv-
ing very expensive, so cut back by
taking advantage of public transit
for free with your OneCard, which
doubles as a bus pass.
4. Re-use and refill.
Instead of buying botded water,
buy a re-usablebottle and fill it up
as you need it.
5. Be conscious of your energy
consumption.
When you're paying for your hydro
or electricity, make sure you turn
off
your lights and electronics when
you're not using them.
6. Keep track of your cell phone
minutes.
All those extra minutes and text
messages
add
up, so make sure
not to go over a
set amount so you
don't end upwith a very expensive
bill that you can't afford.
7. Set a limit for how much you
spend at the bar.
Take a certain amount of cash with
you and stick to spending only that
much. Taking your credit or debit
card can make it too easy to
with-
draw more money or start a huge
tab.
The most important thing you can
do to save money
is toseparate your
wants from your needs. Stick to
buying only the important things.
It can be hard to ignore your
wants, especially with all the ven-
dors set up in
the Concourse
and all the great products at the
bookstore.
But you need to remind yourself
that you don't need ten WLU key
chains, or five pairs of gloves.
Keep track of what you're spend-
ing your money on and look for
ways you can
cut back to save for a
rainy day.
MALLORY O'BRIEN
MONEY IN THE BANK - You may be surprised at how much you can save by doing simple, everyday things.
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GRADUATE STUDIES IN
POLITICAL SCIENCE
The Windsor Advantage V'CX\\w
\\\\V\V\\\\\
yoooo\\\\\
The Degrees You Want \\\\\\V\\\
- Our MA degree can be completed in one year \ VVm\\\ j
- We offer a combined MA degree with a Master \\\\\\' j j
of Public Policy at the University of Michigan at \\\ j\ljh
Dearborn. Complete two masters degrees in two))jjj/jjr*
years from two countries! —
World Class Resea ::E
—
- You will study with outstanding scholars
- The department is home to research centres in Middle
East Studies and Cross-Border Transportation Studies
. - Former Canadian Ambassador Michael Bell, one of
Canada's foremost experts on the Middle East, holds
a research chair within the department
Scholarships
- We aim to fund every full-time MA student
- Our financial support matches or is higher than
that available at other Canadian universities
Great Career Prospects
- Our graduates work in federal, provincial and
municipal governments, the diplomatic service,
journalism, and law
- The skills our MA provides will assist you in securing
a place in a PhD program
,
t
.y University
W of Windsor
thinking forward
For more information visit
http://www.uwindsor.ca/units/polsci/political.nsf
Accelerate your future with the Diploma in Accounting
Program (DAP) at the University of British Columbia.
DAP prepares university graduates with limited or no
training in accounting for entry into a professional
accounting designation (CA, CGA, CMA or CPA in the US).
APPLICATION DEADLINES
May start: Mar 1 (International applicants)
Apr 1 (Canadian applicants)
Sep start: Jul 1 (International applicants)
Aug 1 (Canadian applicants)
Find out how DAP can accelerate your future.
Visit www.sauder.ubc.ca/dap
H IT! SAUDER
j W
®
School of Business
Opening Worlds
p
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Accelerate your studies through
on-campus and distance education
courses this summer.
Blueprint
students constructing culture
IMMgHHnVV
Rainbow Centre Special Edition
'
:^j
On the stands tomorrow O^sH
Now accepting poetry, prose, artwork, and photography for the year's final issue.
The theme: "Joy"
Send in your work to: submissions@blueprintmagazine.ca
Due date: Tuesday, March 11th >
Opinion
sudoku
solution, tips and computer
programs
at www.sudoku.com
I I
© Puzzles by Pappocom
Last week's sudoku
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FOREST FIREFIGHTING COURSE
SP-100 Forest Firefighting Course to be
held in London, ON. March 12-16, 2008
and Waterloo, ON March 19-23, 2008.
Course will be held during evening
BARTENDING SCHOOL hours during the week. To register,
is looking for promotion staff on cam- please call Wildfire Specialists Inc. 2233
pus. Bartening courses included.Please Radar Road, Suite 5, Hammer, ON P3P
visit us @ www.happyhoursbartend- 1R2. Toll Free: 1-877-381-5849. Ontario
ing.com and/or call 1-866-494-0979 to Minister of Natural Resources Accred-
schedule an appointment. ited. No guaranteeofemployment.
NOW HIRING
Work on campus.
Leave the Pack Be-
hind Health Promotion. Positions start
September 2008. For detailsgo to http:// —
www.mylaurier.ca/development/info/
$500 ALL INCLUSIVE
smoking.htm or email mnieboer@wlu. Bridgeport
and Regina. 1 bedroom
ca
available in 5 bed apartment. Bright/big
room / great complex / media room /
security. All utilities included. 5 min
walk to WLU. Call Perla 647-297-3752
K—lll*1
—
check us out online
■
everything you'll find
in The Cord... and more!
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University at King I
Unit 1R U1 Kinn N
Ph °"e: (519) 886"9645 di 112 k
"
Students receive 5% offwhen Email: waterioo@cartridge.ca
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you spend over $30 and 10%off
when you spend over $100.
OUTSTANDING
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Stampede Ranch
PRICES-SELECTION-SERVICE
-
* Jr
226 Woodlawn
H»»» s
j
Road west
PPVH ! j
"Time for a Road Trip into the country"
519342.2043 Sg , Thirsty Thursdays
j http://www.stampederanch.ca/ No cover for Students
Teach English
overeeas j One year will get you life.
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, ...an exciting new life in the world of law. Post-secondary education or
• Intensive 60-Hour Program ] business experience is
all you need to get into
Humber's unique Office
I Administration-LawFirm Profile program. You'll get classes tilled with
Classroom Management Techniques
practical, hands-on applications, and we'll place you into one of several
of
• Detailed Lesson Planning Ontario's most prominent law firms for 7 weeks of paid on-site training. All
• Comprehensive Teaching Materials this is accomplished in only two semesters,
so you dont have to do any
. Internationally Recognized Certificate
unnecessary
time. Call 416-675-6622ext. 4371 and get a (new) life.
• Teacher Placement Service , y
-i A 4•;
• Money Back GuaranteeIncluded 1 T Q Ill •
w
• Thousandsof SatisfiedStudents
lwVj L
(J) HUMBER
1-800-779-1779 / 416-924-3240 j !"
Bus'"ess
WWW oXfordS6niindrS.Com Ontario College Application
Service #0214 L www.business.humber.ca
The University of Guelph offers over 90
online degree credit courses so you can
Accelerate
your studies!
Enrol in ONLINE Distance Education
this SUMMER
A 7 BB
For further information, contact Mickey Smart at:
Tel: 519-824-4120 Ext. 56050
Email: msmart@open.uoguelph.ca
visit: www.open.uoguelph.ca
I I . Office of
Or itt T r niTTTTr BL,
YourLearning Connection 5
,
y
~
¥JEBEL;
|jg*p% •
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I
Sheridan offers three, one-year post-graduate
programs that will get you the job you want:
• Montessori Early Childhood Teacher
Education Graduate Certificate Program, May Start
• Early Childhood Education - Intensive
Diploma Program, September Start
• Educational Assistant Graduate
Certificate Program, September Start
jgjUSS^^S^BSUi^m
For program information, email:
askanadvisor@sheridaninstitute.ca
http://education.sheridaninstitute.ca
Websitefails to
be revolutionary
Last Monday, Knetwit.com launched in the United States.
The entrepreneurs behind the site peg it as revolutionary -
the site al-
lows students to upload and share their notes, presentations and assign-
ments and earn credits for page
hits and usefulness ratings that can be
redeemed for cash.
The site has some potential to change how academiaworks. While there
are otherattempts at knowledge networks online, this seems to be the first
targeting only students and emphasizing the networking aspect - a Face-
book for notes, essentially.
Truly, the project shouldn't be viewed as any more benevolent
than
sites like Facebook. The goal is not to increase the amount or quality of
knowledge as is the case with projects like Wikipedia; the goal ofKnetwit is
to create a database that attracts students, thus attracting advertisers and
their dollars.
However, rather than a web demon or a revolutionary way of sharing
knowledge, it seems far more likely that the site will be doomedto the me-
diocrity of the web.
The site needs to be addressed like any other material on the Internet.
Experts are not writing and posting the material, students are. No
review of
the material being posted takes place.
While the information might be useful to gain exposure to different
viewpoints for subjects like English that depend much upon interpreta-
tion, hard facts may be erroneous in some peoples' notes.
It may also be difficult to find notes that are
useful and contain what
you're looking for, and who knows what kind of marks the posted assign-
ments have received?
Claims that the site will create opportunities for academic dishonesty
forget how simple it already is to plagiarize assignments.
Even in this worst-case scenario, essays can already be purchased on-
line. With Knetwit, at least advertisers will pay
for the
essay instead of the
downloaded
However, turnitin.com is able to compare the material posted to pa-
pers submitted to it. Knetwit is just one
more potential place to plagiarize
from, joining a list containing millions of other books, journal articles and
websites.
At the end of the day, you're never going to get rich from posting your
content online. But if you feel like you're helping others out and you want
to make a buck, you might as well go for it - it's not like you couldn'thave
posted your notes on your own
website and put ads on thepages before.
Funding deserved
Last Wednesday, the provincial
government announced that it
will
be investing $3 million in Wilfrid
LaurierUniversity.
The money will go to the Fac-
ulty of Music to renovate the Aird
Building.
To begin with, it's nice to see that
music is getting money. The faculty
and its programs, arguably with
Laurier's best and most far-reach-
ing reputation, has been holed-
up in what might be described by
some as a dungeon.
It's about time that the students,
faculty and staff of the music de-
partment be able to work in an im-
proved building.
While $3 million isn't a lot, it
looks as though the money will
be well spent - improvements be-
ing made to affect people's studies
instead of being purely aesthetic.
Hopefully, this won't be the last
money the faculty will see.
Even those of us who aren't in
music should be glad for this fund-
ing: improvements to Aird bring up
the standard of the whole school,
and the Faculty of Music's repu-
tation is doing us all nothing but
good.
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Working until we die
Without forced retirement, career choice is now more important than ever
SYDNEY HELLAND
PHOTOGRAPHY
MANAGER
On January 1, British Columbia
became the latest province to
enact legislation that eliminates
mandatory retirement.
Newfoundland and Labrador,
Saskatchewan and Ontario have
also enacted such legislation in
the
past year
and a half, allowing
individuals to continue working
past the age of 65, whereas be-
fore individuals may have been
forced to leave their jobs by their
employer.
On the other hand, the new law
does not prevent anyone from
retiring at 65 or earlier, should
they have the resources to finan-
cially sustain themselves for their
lifetime.
This trend set by the majority
of Canada's provinces and terri-
tories shows no sign of slowing
down, either. New Brunswick
and Nova Scotia are the only re-
maining provinces that do not yet
have firm legislation in place that
completely eradicates mandatory
retirement.
Of course, there are significant
positive and negative ramifica-
tions from this move.
The new law will clearly be a
relief for those who, in the past,
would have been forced to retire
before they were financially pre-
pared to do so.
While this may soundbeneficial
for many seniors, having to sup-
port themselves fiscally through-
out their old age means that they
must also endure the stress, time
constraints and fatigue associated
with full-timework.
Fortunately, for those of us with
a university education, we will be
more inclined to continue work-
ing past 65, not out of necessity,
but out of pleasure.
According to CBC News, stud-
ies show that those with a supe-
rior level of education tend to find
more enjoyable employment, and
are therefore more reluctant to
leave as they enter their golden
years.
Should the necessity of work-
ing past 65 continue, this will
ultimately be the case for many
of us. Because the baby-boomer
generation will be filtering out of
professions in the next decade
or so, our generation will be the
one to replenish the relinquished
workforce.
As such, we will not be forced
to retire like previous generations,
but rather we will be forced to give
up more ofour life to work.
So, essentially, now that we'll
be working until we're dead, it
goes without saying that finding
an engaging and gratifying career
is more vital than ever.
However, this is obviously eas-
ier said than done, especially for
those of us who haven't the faint-
est clue what the future has in
store.
Because the job market has ex-
panded greatly from the doctor-
lawyer-teacher model of preced-
ing generations, it makes deciding
which career to pursue more dif-
ficult than ever before.
Therefore, students who are un-
sure of what path to take should
spend a fair amount of time soul-
searching and discovering what
they are truly passionate about.
Believe me, it will not be time
wasted.
Whether this time away from
academics is spent traveling or
working to recover from the eco-
nomic strain brought on by a
university education, it will allow
everyone to take a step back
and
critically evaluate their current
situation and make an informed
decision as to what step to take
next.
Now don't get me wrong, many
students
may find it equally as
beneficial to continue their aca-
demic career, whether it
means
pursuing a graduate degree or go-
ing to college for a more empirical
education.
But frankly, I think this is a sub-
stantial waste ofmoney.
Instead of dropping a couple
grand on knowledge you may not
even use, why not put that money
toward traveling?
Given personal experience,
I
can confidently say that you
will
learn more about yourself travel-
ing alone thanyou ever will going
to class for a seventeenthyear.
letters@cordweekly. com
JULIE MARION
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UFC has no
place in Canada
A national ban should be placed on Ultimate
Fighting Championship to protect society
MICHAEL KOCHEFF
THE EVERYMAN
Ultimate Fighting Championship
(UFC) is a sporting league that
has risen to prominence in North
America as of late. The sport that
the league is based on involves two
individuals fighting each other in
an octagon-shaped cage.
Combatants are allowed to use a
variety of styles and techniques to
force a submission or "knockout."
Knockout blows can cause oppo-
nents to experience severe concus-
sions and even lose consciousness.
On February 4 of this year, UFC
hosted its first Canadian event in
Montreal. According to the Cana-
dian Press, the event sold 13,000
tickets within 24 hours of being
announced. Television ratings for
this event
- as well as for UFC bouts
held on American soil - have been
extremely high in Canada.
Canadian consumers, including
studentswatching fromthe comfort
of theirhome or a local pub, have a
strong appetite for the sport.
The Canadian response to UFC,
however, has been far from uni-
form. Canadian Press states that
the following provinces have sane-
tioned the sport: British Columbia,
Alberta, Manitoba, Quebec and
Nova Scotia.
Meanwhile, in Ontario, UFC
events are illegal under current
gaming laws. The Vancouver City
Council went a step further by vot-
ing to ban the sport in the Vancou-
ver area.
UFC supporters cite a numberof
reasons why the sport should not
be banned or severely curtailed.
The crux of the pro-UFC argu-
ment isthatthe sport is rules-based
and requires skill. Like boxing,
hockey and other contact sports,
UFC fighters must abide by certain
rules. It is not an activity in which
anything goes.
According to the UFC website,
certain precautions are followed
during the match. Strikes to the
head and neck region are illegal.
A referee and doctor attend each
match, ensuring that the perma-
nent well-being of the competitors
is not compromised.
Additionally, to win a fight, com-
petitors must train extensively.
Fighters must be prepared physi-
cally and mentally to be successful
in the cage. Like any other sport,
competitors must be well-prepared
in order to thrive.
All of these points are quite true.
Beating another man into submis-
sion or causing him to be declared
incapable of continuing is difficult.
However, theblood and brutality
is legitimate only if one considers
the sport in this light.
Despite the rules, the skill and
the profits, UFC should no longer
be allowed in Canadian cities. Our
concern should not be with the
safety of competitors; the choice
to participate is their own. It may
or may not be foolish to participate
in UFC. Protecting Canadian soci-
ety should be at the heart of action
against the UFC.
Many have grown quite fond of
UFC and this is likely why Cana-
dian politicians have shied away
from the issue. The Vancouver City
Council took political risk in acting
as they did, but their decision isone
that Canadians should esteem.
The central issue with UFC is
their mission statement. UFC is fo-
cused on finding the best fighters,
regardless of style, in the world.
This mission is not worthwhile and
Canadians should not help UFC
fulfill it.
Who is the best fighter in the
world is a pretty useless bit of
infor-
mation. In fact, it seriously detracts
from Canada's health as a nation.
Not only are people tempted to
watch something quite trivial, but
our grip on reality is weakened in
the process. Violence is glorified,
thebrute strength of man put on to
display for a nationalaudience.
The UFC clashes with Canadian
values. What we are willing to al-
low says a lot aboutwho we are and
what we deem important. The en-
tertainment value and the excite-
ment of UFC cannot continue to
overpower Canadiansensibilities.
Perhaps this should come as a
warning to the whole Canadian
sporting world. Entertainment is
fine, a necessary relief, but bound-
aries are not always meant to be
crossed. UFC sets a sporting prece-
dentthat Canadians should be un-
comfortable with. Entertainment
has a place in Canadian society but
UFC does not.
letters@cordweekly. com
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FIGHT - UFC combatants are allowed to use a variety of techniques and styles to force a submission.
Letters to the Editor
Confessions of a
shy person
So after wondering about the
meaningfulness of online dating
and reflecting the usual scepticism
about it as shown by many of his
classmates, Dave decided to con-
firm his doubts by going online and
doing some high-class debunking.
Then, with a grand total of five days
given to him and his alter-ego on
two sites with millions of profiles
and perhaps hundreds of hits on
his profiles he got an amazing total
of just two meaningless messages
which led himto conclude that on-
line dating is a meaningless enter-
prise for most students - a conclu-
sion he already started with. Forgive
me,but ifthat's called "investigative
journalism," you may very well call
me the next great world intellectual
just by writing this letter.
However, my point is not to show
just how utterly unsatisfactory
Dave's "test" was but to point out
that online dating isn't all that bad
for no matterwho you are. Can it
be
costly? Yes. Can one lie on it? Yes. Is
it nearly impossible to distinguish?
Yes. Does it have drawbacks? Many.
It doesn't take a scientist to note
that the written word - the only
type of communication we are re-
stricted online is very narrow band
in the spectrum of humancommu-
nication and yes it is very limiting.
Yet, what Dave fails to consider
in his grand prescription to stu-
dents about online dating is that
some people are simply shy. Some,
like me, are not good at breaking
the ice with a total stranger stand-
ing in front of us. We are not good
at flirting or chit-chat or simply be-
ing "personal" with an individual
we've only just met - key points
in offline dating. Some need a bit
more coaxing to ease into a flowing
conversation. That is very difficult
when it comes to meeting people
in person, face to face. Online
dat-
ing solves that by turning all your
thoughts into words, making it a bit
more impersonal while the person
gets comfortable talking to the oth-
er person. To a shy person
that all
they needto get a good relationship
started.
- Anatolijs Venovcevs
Country matters
Amelia Lockhart's article on coun-
try music seemed to praise every-
thing moderncountry* music did to
separate itself from its traditions or
stereotypes. Every example she
cit-
ed was commercial, watered-down,
modern pop-country and touted
as an example of country music's
growth or maturity. But country is
one of those genres of music with
very specific sounds, polarizing be-
cause they're one ofa kind. Inorder
for mass audiences to appreciate
them, these limited-appeal genres
have to be watered down and com-
mercialized so they're less unique
and more like the broad mass-ap-
peal genres like pop* and rock*. It's
devolution, not evolution.
That's why more people our age
like the opera* of Josh Groban in-
stead of Beniamino Gigli, the met-
al* ofLamb OfGod instead of Obit-
uary, the traditional pop* of Mi-
chael Buble instead of Bing Crosby,
the hip-hop* of Soulja Boy instead
of Nas, and the country* music of
Jason Aldean instead of Roy Acuff.
I'm sure in every single one of these
examples more people our age lis-
ten to theformerratherthanthe lat-
ter (except maybe Nas*), but I wish
more people give the pure forms of
these genres a listen. It*s not
about
old vs. new, but about authentic vs.
inauthentic.
Ifyou're going to defend country
music, praise the things country
music is so good at: stories, melo-
dies, harmoniesand emotions. Ex-
plain why, moreso than any emo*
band's histrionics, Hank Williams
can tear your heart out, set it on
fire and bury it six feet beneath the
ground with nothing but his voice
and some fiddles. When someone
says country music is ignorant, ex-
plain why it*s a beautiful ignorance,
like an animal that's going to die
and doesn'tknow why. Explain why
the sadness of a man singing about
his dead dog or his girl leaving him
makes you glad to be alive and able
to feel something so strongly. That's
what music and art are all about.
Maybe everytime we refer to the
watered down version of a genre or
artist in writing we should use an
asterisk.
- Jorge Garrido
Thanks to Fringe
I'd just like to express my sincere
(and long overdue) appreciation
to everyone who participated in
Fringe on Thursday, January 17 and
the evening of Saturday, January
19. All of the performances in the
festival had something to offer, but
I was especially grateful to be able
to stage Panda-Monium! with my
writing/directing partner Adam
Cilevitz alongside that block of
shows. While I genuinely appreci-
ate the article writtenby KariPrich-
ard, I do feel that it was extremely
unfortunate that the other plays
from that evening weren't initially
given a great deal of attention. I'd
like to point out, however, that this
was not Kari's fault as she had sim-
ply been told to focus on one per-
formance. The realistic reaction to
an unexpected confession of love
in Hotel, the stunt work in Why I
Hate Public Transit, Laurier 2084's
take on Meatloaf, and the lessons
Project Shakespeare taught us in
cultural sensitivity all contributed
to an unforgettable evening which
I was proud to be a part of. I would
like to congratulate coordinators
Andrew Posen and Zinta Avens
Auzins on putting together an ex-
cellent festival.
- Mallory Richard
Letters Policy:
All letters to the editor must be signed and
submitted with the author's name, student
identificationnumber, and telephonenumber.
Letters must be received by 12:00 pm (noon)
Monday via email to letters@cordweekly.com
or through our website at www.cordweekly.
com. Letters must not exceed 350 words.
The Cord reserves the rig ht to edit any letter for
brevity and clarity. The Cord reserves the right
to reject any letter, in whole or in part. The Cord
reserves the right to not publish material that
is deemed to be libelous or in contravention
with the Cord's Code of Ethics or journalistic
standards.
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Canadians'
apologies have
become trite
Canadians learn to apologize from an early age
rather than learning right from wrong
ALLIE MAXTED
RESIDENT CYNIC
Last week, the CBC reported an
apology made by Federal Fisher-
ies Minister Loyola Hearn. This
apology has caught people's at-
tention for the interesting fact
that Hearn was unaware of what
he was apologizing for.
Apparently, Joan Burke, New-
foundland and Labrador's edu-
cation minister, had accused
Hearn of making a sexist joke
during a speech in Gander,
Newfoundland.
When asked, Burke would not
repeat the comment.
This, perhaps, is because she
never heard it. Burke was not in
attendance at the speech in ques-
tion, but those that were, Hearn
has said, showed no sign oftaking
offense to anything he said.
While some of the more
HEADSTRONGKIDS PUT UP A FIGHT,
EVENTUALLYTHEY LEARN WHAT THE
rest of Canada already has: it's
EASIER JUST TO APOLOGIZE.
So, entirely unable to discern
what Burke was talking about,
Hearn went ahead and apolo-
gized anyway - just to be safe.
It may just be me, but I find
something uniquely Canadian
about this story.
No, I don't mean the bickering
politicians. Those are prevalent
throughout the world. I am talk-
ing about the disingenuous civil-
ity we are all so accustomed to in
this country.
Most Canadians are aware
of our reputation for excessive
apologies.
Someone bumps into you, and
yet you feel naturally
inclined to
apologize. You don't mind doing
so at all.
Even the legal system encour-
ages setding out of court,
wheth-
er or not the accused would be
found responsible.
As many things do, this ten-
dency arguably arises from
childhood.
When dealing with kids, we
teach them that apologizing
solves everything. This lesson is
better established than, and in-
deed transcends that of, teaching
them right and wrong.
Kids apologize either with-
out knowing or without caring
if
they've done something wrong.
This is because they are often told
to "say sorry" when they've done
nothing at all.
While some of the more head-
strong kids put up a fight, even-
tually they learn what the rest of
Canada already has: it's easier
just to apologize.
It is this evasion of conflict
which drives us to make amends
for actions we did not necessarily
perform.
The result is that we never say
what we mean, and we rarely ever
mean what we say.
The insincereapproach to com-
munication
-
and the Hearn apol-
ogy shows it - has
worked its way
from homes right into the public
sphere.
Rather than defending him-
self, Hearn knew that apologiz-
ing would, in any event, be the
smoothest option.
Aside from the psychological
problems that this inability to
express ourselves might cause,
it also begins to explain the lack
of respect for democratic values
and overall apathy
which we are pres-
ently experiencing.
Public debate,
after all, is what
democracy is all
about.
Turning away
from conflict
means that what's actually impor-
tant, the real difference between
right and wrong, isn't given the
deliberation it deserves.
Certainly no one was harmed
by Hearn's apology.
But in not demanding to know
what he was being accused of,
Hearn denied any serious dia-
logue on the issue.
Perhaps this is not a bad thing;
it's certainly more peaceful this
way, and people appear happier.
But what is missing in a society
like this is trust, for politicians cer-
tainly, but also for friends, family
and neighbours.
Trust is essential for public de-
bate and for the fostering of dem-
ocratic values on a micro level.
The apology, once a symbol
of morality and responsibil-
ity, is now that of deception and
avoidance.
The more often we say we're
sorry without meaning it, the
worse this situation gets. But we
are people, and people are known
to take the easy way out.
As long as apologizing contin-
ues to be presented as the easi-
est option, Canadians like myself
aren't likely to stop. And for that I
sincerely apologize.
letters@cordweekly. com
Avoiding election good
newsfor Canadians
DAVE SHORE
FEATURES EDITOR
Yesterday, the Conservative govern-
ment presented their 2008 budget.
The very same day, Liberal leader
Stephane Dion made a statement
to the media that the official oppo-
sition would support Prime Minis-
ter Harper's budget proposal.
This announcement comes only
days after it has become apparent
that the Liberals will most likely
accept Harper's legislation on the
continuation of the Afghanistan
mission.
Thus, after a week when a fed-
eral election seemed like a looming
possibility, the current government
now looks like they will be able to
stick around at least long enough
to enact some of their budgeted
goals.
In fact, assuming Harper sur-
vives the confidence votes on
both Afghanistan and the budget
- which he will - there is no reason
to believe that he won't stay in of-
fice at least until next year's budget
season comes around.
Furthermore, if the current re-
gime continues along the same line
that it has been, it will have little
problem staying out its full four-
year term.
This goes beyond the simple fact
that Dion seems petrified of an
election any time in the near fu-
ture. While it's blatantly clear that
the Liberals have been taking every
opportunity to shy away from fight-
ing the Tories, Harper's soon-to-be
success in passing his crucial leg-
islation can be attributed to more
than just Dion's passivity.
After all, the Liberal leader does
draw the line somewhere, and had
Harper aimed to press his own
goals without regard to his oppo-
sition, he would have been struck
downlong ago.
The reason he has managed to
last this long as a prime minister
with a minority government, and
the reason he will likely continue to
last, is that he learned how to com-
promise with other parties.
The Liberals are expected to vote
in favour of the Afghanistan legisla-
tion because Harper has compro-
mised on the terms of the mission's
expansion, shifting the role of sol-
diers from combat to reconstruc-
tion after 2009.
They are also expected to vote in
favour of the budget for the same
reason, that Harper has managed
to include enough concessions
to keep the Liberals happy while
still managing to pursue his own
agendas.
Politics undera minority
GOVERNMENTARE INCLUSIVE OF
THE VIEWS OF A MUCH HIGHER
NUMBER OF VOTERS THAN THEY
WOULD BE IN A NARROWLYWON
MAJORITY.
What it comes down to is that
Harper has played the role of the
shrewd politician quite aptly.
As such, this year's budget sea-
son will no doubt disappoint all
those who are hoping for an elec-
tion. And at university, there are
many such hopefuls.
I count myself as one such per-
son who would love to see the Con-
servatives dethroned from their
governmentstatus.
With their desire to extend the
Afghanistan mission and their to-
tal mistreatment of environmen-
tal politics, it's hard to say that the
Conservatives are taking Canada in
the right direction.
But, considering the current po-
litical landscape in Canada, it is in
the benefit of all those that want to
see Harper step down to have him
stay in power.
That can't be right, can it? Well,
on one hand, we could have an
election. There is certainly the
chance that a vote would bring an-
other party into power, but in light
of recent polls and analyses, there
is a greater chance that the Tories
would get back into power, prob-
ably with more seats than they have
now.
Or there's the other outcome,
and the one we're most likely to
get: that Harper stays in power un-
der a minority government. In
this
situation, at least we know what
we're getting - and it's a story of
compromise.
While many people aren't happy
with the way Harper is moving the
country forward, at least
under a minority he has to
amend his legislation and
his overall agenda to ap-
pease his opposition.
The result is that politics
in Canada under a minor-
ity government are inclu-
sive of the views ofa much
higher number of voters
than they would be in a narrowly
won majority. Nobody gets exacdy
what they want, but far fewer peo-
ple are outright ignored.
So, while elections are fun and
flashy, and always bring the possi-
bility of some positive change, we
should be glad that one isn't likely
going to happen in the near future.
Both the Afghanistan legislation
and the 2008 budget are prime ex-
amples of the government compro-
mising and forcing real dialogue
in the House of Commons. For the
time being, what we have is a well-
oiled democracy.
letters@cordweekly. com
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BUDGET ANNOUNCEMENT- Finance Minister Jim Flaherty revealed the government's new budget yesterday.
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The use ofimperial
measures must stop
DAN KELLAR
BEING THE CHANGE
One of my housemates frequendy
travels to America to present at
conferences and to work on papers
with her Yankee colleagues.
The awesome bonus she gets
from doing this is that she can buy
alcohol on the cheap at the duty free
store and bring itback toWaterloo.
Being a friendly female, she also
manages to stretch the allowable
limit after a smile to the customs
agents - but my point isn't
to dis-
cuss the advantages given to at-
tractive women by male authority
figures, so I will let that rest.
The point here is why she can
bring back a one-litre botde of
Crown Royal or Grey Goose from
the US, where the metric system is
alien, while Canadians can't buy
that same bottle at home - even
though we (supposedly) officially
endorse themetric system.
In EU countries, imperial size
standards - the 26, 40 and60 ounce
bottles and their metric counter-
parts (750 ml, 1.14 L and 1.76 L)
- have been laid to rest for more
round numbers like the aforemen-
tioned 1L bottle that is inaccessible
in Canada.
Europe started to throw away
the imperial measurement system
as the Napoleonic armies swept
across the continent, and the only
three countries in the world that
have not officially adopted the met-
ric system as their primary or sole
system of measurement are the
USA, Liberia and Burma.
Canada has been undergoing
metrification for the past 40 years,
but has still failed to fully imple-
ment the system, and provincial
education systems still teach, or
have reverted back to teaching,
imperial alongside metric in the
classrooms.
I remember doing everything in
my high school architecture classes
in imperial units and was told, after
asking if I could use metric instead,
that, "the construction and manu-
facturing industry continues to use
imperial, so everything must be
done with the imperial system."
How are things to change if no
one is willing to lead the way?
Canada has been undergoing
METRIFICATION FOR THE PAST 40
YEARS, BUT HAS STILL FAILED TO
FULLY IMPLEMENT THE SYSTEM.
Don't assume that I lack the un-
derstanding that we are trading
partners withAmericaand that this
is an important financial relation-
ship. Even with this, why are Cana-
dians being held back from joining
the rest ofthe world?
Why is it that we are once again
allowing Americantraditions, stub-
bornness and capitalist ego to bring
Canada down to the lowest com-
mon denominator?
It is timeto force change.
There may be some initial issues
with the manufacturing infrastruc-
ture, but after a metric conversion,
things will become
much more
streamlined and fewer mistakes
would be made.
We would no longer be required
to use measurementssuch as 5 foot
11 and 7/16 inches - 181 centime-
tres would be much easier.
Since metric is a base 10 system
(while imperial is a mixed base
system, 16 being a popular but not
all-powerful base), that 181 cm can
easily be convertedto 1810 mm, 1.8
m, 0.00181 km or any other mea-
surement just by moving the deci-
mal place.
Since there is no decimal in the
imperial system, such conversions
require time-eating work.
The creator of Scientology, L.
Ron Hubbard, wrote what I believe
to be thebest sci-fi book ofall time,
Battlefield Earth (not the movie). In
the story, the galactic ty-
rants and all-around bad
guys are the Psychlos.
The Psychlos use a
unique system for their
math and do not let any
others races learn it (Psy-
chlo females are also not
allowed to learn the sys-
tem because they go crazy
if they do).
This isolationism ensures that
only the Psychlos will be able to
control or fix whatever they build,
as they are the only ones who un-
derstand themath it was based on.
I wonder what system of mea-
surement the American contrac-
tors are using to rebuild the infra-
structure of Iraq?
Do they ever plan on handing it
over to metric-loving Iraqis?
It is time for Canada to officially
implement the metric system. The
promise was made years ago and
I want my groceries priced by the
gram (or kilogram), my ski jumps to
be 30 meters, andmy pint ofbeer to
be 50 centiliters (5 deciliters).
letters@cordweekly. com
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MEASURING UP - Only three countries use the imperial system as their primary system of measurement.
Language abuse
DON MORGENSON
ACADEMIC PERSPECTIVE
While there are many forms of
pollution making our lives sticky,
muggy and almost intolerable,
there is one form of pollution
which is among the most serious,
and that is language pollution.
"Ballpark figure," for example,
a splendid term for "rough ap-
proximation," may be used to es-
timate the number of people who
turn out to cheer on the Blue Jays
or ogle the Queen. It seems, how-
ever, that we are inan era of "ball-
park language."
Today, words mean roughly
what we think they mean, but that
is where precision ends.
When
my students tell me "My
parents are very supportive" or
"Before finalizing my term paper,
I would appreciate your input"
my eyeballs glaze over.
They glaze over, too, when
someone says his/her job pro-
vides him/her with a "nurturing
environment."
Beneath the glaze, however,
smoulders a contempt for a mix-
ture of psychobabble, comput-
erese and flashy corporate "biz-
speak." And the real possibility is
that they simply don't know what
they are talking about.
I say nothing to correct them
because, frankly, I am exhausted
withefforts at reform.
I can't blame them, though,
for their language simply reflects
what they hear every day and
everywhere.
But those who bother me most
are those pretentious, pseudo-
intellectuals who pass for the in-
telligentsia in a world where we
elevate the obviously mediocre.
I listen, read and watch, always
ready to pounce on those whom, I
am sure should know better.
I was recently watching a televi-
sion "newsreader" musing about
a crisis in some foreign country:
"Rebellion and revolt were ev-
erywhere and the time perhaps
was now ripe for a tete-a-tete for
president."
"Coup d'etat is what you mean,
you ignoramus," I shouted at the
screen.
Another verbal pet peeve is
those meaningless words season-
ing all conversations. Instead of a
simple et cetera we get "whatev-
er" - designed to collect nonsense
at the end of an unsuccessful at-
tempt to categorize.
The word "definitely" has had a
long history of meaninglessness.
"Actually" is also popular. "Inci-
dentally" or "by the way" (in e-
mails, it appears as BTW) are also
used frequently.
"Basically" is another throw-
away. "You know" is very popular
in our babble-filled atmosphere
- it signals that the user has
nothing further to add but wants
us to "validate" the preceding
nonsense.
Another way we pollute our
precious language is through
what Arthur Herzog in The B.S.
Factor refers to as "fake factors."
Such factors, Herzog argues, have
made lying obsolete.
They are contained in news
stories and advertisements for
example, resounding in the ovens
across Canada which play "Ten-
derly" when the pork loin is suit-
ably roasted.
They are found in film ratings
such as "For Mature Audiences
Only" (meaning designed for
chronic voyeurs), in warranties
that don'twarrant, and they creep
into the lofty prevarications of our
politicians.
The worst offenders, however,
are the degreed.
Would an informally educated
working-class gentleman or lady
use the word "caring"? Who but a
pretentious academic would use
"syndrome," "societal" or "gen-
der gap" so loosely? Who but an
academic would rant on about
"values?"
Arthor Herzog refers to "sci-
speak," the unintelligible jargon
favoured by professionals - psy-
chologists, sociologists, etc.
Now, such jargon maybe neces-
sary for specialists at work; it may
even be a way for social scientists
to avoid making dreaded "value
judgments," but it may often be
used to overcome opposing ideas
or to bewilderthe laity.
Herzog suggests another hard-
core example - "executalk" or
"bizspeak."
CEOs have a way of sounding
brisk, authoritative, efficient - us-
ing such catchy, upbeat phrases
as "economic game plan" or "ac-
tion agenda."
They revel in snappy endings
such as -ist, -ate and -ize. When
you "finalize" and "eventuate," you
sound like a machine tool with a
very sharp, hard edge, which is
exactly the way business execu-
tives are supposed to sound.
The drawback, however, is that
it is almost impossible to frame a
reasonable thought in such a cir-
cuitous language.
Clarity in thought and inspeech
is the only tool of permanentval-
ue whenworking withothers.
Yet thebusiness world revels in
obfuscation and mystification so
as to tell others what to dowithout
seeming to do so. Or maybe busi-
ness personnel use "bizspeak" so
that corporations can desensitize
themselves, or speak without an
emotionalconscience?
There is, apparently, little gen-
eral concern. When presenting a
lecture on just this topic at York
University, I was dismissed as,
what was it now? Oh yes, I was
dismissed as a "reactionary."
The corruption of our language
adds up to a steady coarsening
and blunting ofthe expressive and
discriminating power ofwords.
If the tide does not sweep
away all that is precious, a favou-
rite comedy for the stage will be
abridged, re-written in the lan-
guage of the street
and re-chris-
tened, "Like You Like It"
letters@cordweekly. com
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Books versus bytes
Dependence on the Internet results in the neglect of useful offline sources
EMMA RENDA
THE CHARLATAN
CARLETON UNIVERSITY
OTTAWA (CUP) — "There's a little
thing I like to call books," said Car-
leton journalism professor David
Tait with a smile, as I scrambled
around trying to correct a spell-
ing error before submitting an
assignment.
I had misspelled the name of a
lake in the Northwest Territories,
but the saintly Mr. Tait caught the
error and sent me off on a wild
goose chase to fix it before my of-
ficial deadline.
But where was the first place I
searched for theproper spelling?
Google, of course.
The all-knowing search engine
has taken the21st century by storm
and most of us can hardly remem-
ber life withoutit.
So when I rushed back to Mr.
Tait's office, thrust my assignment
forward and said that all of these
places were spelled correctly ac-
cording to Google Maps, all he
could do was chuckle and hand me
an atlas.
My point is not that I'm a miser-
able speller or a poor listener or a
bad journalist.
My point is that I (and I choose
to assume I'm not the only one)
rely far too heavily on the Internet
for just about everything.
Just this morning, I awoke to find
neither my cable nor Internet func-
tioning properly, and I could hardly
figure out what to do with myself.
How was I going to contact Rog-
ers without 41 l.ca?
I needed to call my editor for
another assignment, but her tele-
phone numberwas nestled safely in
the security ofmy Gmail account.
I now had to walk to school to
use the computers on campus, but
could hardly fathom venturing out-
side without first knowing the tem-
A VISIT TO THE LIBRARY MAY
BE TIME CONSUMING, BUT
THE INFORMATION WOULD BE
UNIQUE FROM THE CLONED
ONLINE SOURCES AND (GASP)
ACCURATE.
perature, probability of precipita-
tion and wind chill.
My entire day was thrown to the
wolves when that ghasdy little icon
in the corner of my toolbar denied
me online access.
Now, I pride myself on being well
read. I boast a flourishing bookshelf
and I read every night before bed. I
also take English literature classes
and have subscriptions to Rolling
Stone and The Globe and Mail.
But I'm starting to realize the
stock I've taken in the Internet that
reaches far beyond research and
records. My whole life is online,
and in the event of a belated Y2K
meltdown, I would be, candidly,
screwed.
Like I said, I am not the only one
whose life is completely dependent
on the Internet. According to Statis-
tics Canada, more than 15 million
adult Canadians use the Internet
from home and almost two-thirds
admit to using it at least once a
day.
On a more scholarly note, we
have handed over our retinas to
the relentless glow of a computer
screen, slouching at the thought
of actually figuring out the Dewey
Decimal System.
The physical search for
a book in a library is grow-
ing obsolete as the quick-
search process of Google,
Yahoo, Ask leeves, Wiki-
pedia (regrettably) or
what-have-you is expand-
ing outward and upward
to accommodate our ev-
ery query.
While it may be easier to do
some clicking from our desks, if we
stopped for a moment to realize
that, yes, that map ofthe Northwest
Territories is lurking somewhere in
the library, we could reap the ben-
efits of both media.
A visit to the library may be more
time consuming, but the informa-
tion would be unique from the
cloned online sources and (gasp)
accurate.
The Internet is certainly a useful
tool, but those little things Profes-
sor Tait likes to call books are still
out there for the taking.
letters@cordweekly.com
GREG MCKENZIE
STACKED - Books - though perhaps often neglected - are still full of useful information in the Internet age.
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WCRI has a variety of accommodation
styles; there's sure to be one for you!
Benefits from choosing WCRI:
- Minutes away from WLU campus,
- Lower than market fees,
- On-site laundry and maintenance,
- Regular organized social events,
- And much more.
WCRE: A wk©l<B new way to
live together!
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Be smart.
Get suspended.
V J
It's easy to put your Bell Internet service on hold
for the summer and reactivate it in September.
It's also free.'
Come September, we'll automatically get you
hooked up and back online. No worries, no waiting.
r v
Plus, make it easy to reconnect your
service and you could win $500.
2
Visit us on February 25 and March 11
in the Concourse at the Hub for details.
(1) Customer must reactivate by September 30, 2008, otherwise $10/mo. will be charged for each month the
account was suspended. (2) No purchase necessary. Contest is open to residents of Ontario and Quebec
who
have reached the
age of majority in their province of residence. The contest begins on February 25, 2008
and
ends on August 4, 2008. Twenty (20) prizes are available to be won. The draws will take place weekly from
June 2, 2008 to August 4, 2008. The number of prizes decreases as they are attributedduring the contest period.
Rules available at bell.ca/getsuspended.
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Make a difference in what happens to our environment!
Apply for advanced standing into one of our Environmental Sciences Diploma programs
Or get a post-graduate credential from Fleming College in Ecotourism and
Adventure Tourism Management or GIS
GET THE RIGHT COMBINATION: Employers GET PERSONAL: At Fleming you study and
know that university plus college is a great work in a small, close-knit environment
career foundation. where faculty members walk and talk you
through what really goes on in the career of
,
"IS, US
GET PRACTICAL: You've got the theory, your choice.
novvwhat@flemingc.on.ca
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■ . or check out
now its time to get practical. And land the job
uniii iiiiiata
you want.
GET GREEN: Check out advanced standing NHyy yyJ|jfl J /
opportunities in diploma programs such
■
GET CREDIT FOR YOUR CREDITS: You've as Ecosystem Management Technology or
www
. flemingcol ,
a
ege. com/nowwhat
got a degree or credits toward one so you re Environmental
Technician. Consider our
1-866-353-6464 ext 1391
eligible for advanced standing toward many of post-graduate programs
like Ecotourism
our diploma programs. and
Adventure Tourism Management, GIS -y^j
Applications or Cartographic Specialist. *
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GET DIRTY: At Fleming we like to say, "Get Other green options include Arboriculture, /c|
pm
:
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your hands dirty" with real world experience. Urban Forestry or
Sustainable Building / Fleming college y
Design and Construction.
GET JOB-SPECIFIC PROGRAMS: Fleming Peterborough ■ Haliburton
offers unique programs - some not available GET
GOING. OTHER PROGRAMS ARE ALSO Lindsay ■ Cobourg I
anywhere else - and most programs feature
AVAILABLE IN: Arts and Heritage, Business,
work placement or internships. Technology, Community Services,
Health and
Wellness and Law and Justice.
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Black & Defpull a retro rewind
Be Kind Rewind just might be the soft comedy film you need to relax after mid-terms, but will it ever
be released on VHS?
DANIEL JOSEPH
STAFF WRITER
Like O-M-G whoa! Jack Black and
Mos Def in a moviewhere they cre-
ate amateur remakes of films that
we all know and love? Where do I
sign up? It's going to be hilarious
with lots ofwacky hijinx and atleast
one scene with Jack Black playing a
guitar solo, right?
Well, not so much actually. Did
director Michel Gondry want a
typical Jack Black centric film? Did
he want a heartfeltand honest take
on two people with an interesting
problem to solve? Or maybe a slap-
stick comedy with a magnetized
guy and his oddly positive attrac-
tion to metal?
There is confusion in this movie
because there is a bitof everything
here. No matter, because while the
sum of its parts is a pastiche that
needs a clearer direction, Be Kind
Rewind still succeeds at creating
something I could enjoy.
The simple concept revolves
around Danny Glover's character
Mr. Fletcher and his video rental
and thrift shop. His building ismost
likely going to be condemnedsoon,
but he's so stuck in the past (they
still rent VHS and he only now be-
gins to think that DVDs are
the fu-
ture) that it's unlikely that he can
adapt quickly enough to save it.
A series of events soon leads to
his neighbour Jerry (Jack Black)
and his bumbling employee (Mos
Def) shooting a hasty Ghostbusters
remake to cover up for an unfor-
tunate accident with the store's
tapes.
Okay, it's contrived, but the re-
sult is a story
that is sweet and fun-
ny
when it needs to be. When the
movie finally gets to the remakes, it
picks up and, yeah, the laughs start
to come in.
Black's performances have been
better, most notably in School of
Rock, but his paranoid and slightly
off-kilter self suffices here. Mos
Def does a good job playing the
straight-shooter, Mike, and I got
a bit of the vibe that I got from his
amazing performance in 16 Blocks
a fewyears back.
Danny Glover completely suc-
ceeded in making me feel a deep
sense of sympathy with somebody
clearly not understanding where
the world is headed. He is at that
age where any look
of sadness just
suckers you in
like a lost puppy.
Whatever. It worked on me.
The dialogue at first worried me,
as my expectation for humour was
strong, and when it didn't deliver
in the way I expected, I wasn't sure
what to make of it.
Yet there is a subtle nature be-
hind the exchanges that really im-
pressed me. These aren't academ-
ics pontificating, and at least sever-
al words are invented on the spot,
including the brilliant verb-noun,
"Sweded."
I walked out smiling and clean
from Be KindRewind. No, it's noth-
ing too amazing, it has its share of
failures, but damnit... it was just so
cute.
The overall package is lacking,
but there are some fun parts and
I would recommend it to those of
you
who could dowith a nice relax-
ing flick to recover from all those
Oscar masterpieces getting thrown
around in the past fewmonths.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
FIST TO FIST - The camera adds 10 pounds, but foil suits subtract 15.
Vantage Point beats Quaid curse
Strong direction, high energy action scenes and a simple story line help this suspense flick deliver
PAUL ALVIZ
A&E EDITOR
There are a few axioms in the uni-
verse of film.
1. Steven Spielberg wins Oscars.
2. Sex sells, and
3. Any film starring Dennis Quaid is
bound to be a critical and financial
disaster.
TheDay AfterTomorrow,anyone?
Cold Creek Manor? If you aren't fa-
miliar with these titles, consider
yourself lucky. I assure you they're
absolutely dreadful.
However, in Vantage Point,
Quaid is simply a supporting ac-
tor
- though the main one, if that
makes sense - in a cast that shares
centre screen relatively democrati-
cally. Perhaps this is how the film
managed to wriggle free of the
Quaid curse, although I'd argue it
has more to dowith the production
in its entirety rather than this one
perilous aspect.
Quaid himself does a fantastic
job portraying the gritty, malad-
justed and unstoppable secret ser-
vice agent Thomas Barnes.
The reason this film does not
have One protagonist as the official
lead is precisely what sets it apart
from more recent action films, and
just may be the clincher for sucker-
ing you into buying a ticket.
Hie movie temporally takes place
in the span of 23 minutes, which
would be short for a feature film if
it weren't recounted from five dif-
ferent angles, or "vantage points" if
""
you must.
And this is what Vantage Point
offers us: a seemingly simple plot
told from the perspective of five dif-
ferent characters, with each subse-
quent angle filling in a piece of the
metaphorical story puzzle.
As you might expect, there's more
than meets the eye from the first
vantage point of the film, which
begins as a simple assassination
attempt on the American Presi-
dent during a public appearance in
Spain, but later reveals itself to be a
tightly interwoven, highly compli-
cated terrorist scheme.
Although convoluted subplots
are inevitable, such as a hostage
understory that goes nowhere, for
the most part Vantage Point steers
clearof too much fillerand delivers
loadsof thriller.
What pleased me while watch-
ing the film was that director Pete
Travis managed to keep each new
run-through of the plot fresh, and
abstained from a repetitive re-oc-
currence of events by switching
camera angles and adding more
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details as the film progressed.
A car chase through the narrow
streets of Salamanca, Spain serves
as the primary action sequence
of Vantage Point, and is reason
enough to see the film if quick cuts
and screeching tires are your thing.
Reminiscent of The Bourne Ultima-
tum, the film also imports an actor
from the aforementioned Damon
flick, Edgar Ramirez, who stretches
his
range
to play - get this - a spe-
cial agent killer guy.
Vantage Point's strength is in its
simplicity. By omitting an M. Night
Shyamalan "holy shit" surprise
type of ending, the film manages to
keep it simple and effectively uses
its novel narrative format without
shoving too many cliches down
your
throat.
Although not an A-list cast,
Quaid, William Hurt and Forest
Whitaker give the film some di-
mension through their dynamic
characters. The subtleties in Hurt's
and Whitaker's performances
prove their mastery over their craft,
as they both manage to give their
übiquitously stereotyped charac-
ters (an American president and a
tourist respectively) lots of range.
Vantage Points strength lies not
in its originality but rather its ex-
ecution, and hopefully the simple
and complete ending will prevent
any Hollywood cash farmers from
stretching it out into a five-part
franchise. Vantage Pointwon't give
you any epiphanies or tug at your
heartstrings, but it will deliver a
solid hour and 30 minutes of thrill
and action.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
WHO SHOT THE PRESIDENT? - Was it Quaid? You'll have to watch it.
Here's to Collett in Waterloo
Before playing at Starlight tomorrow night, the Toronto-based artist takes some time to speak with The Cord about music and life
DAVE SHORE
FEATURES EDITOR
"It's not rock, it's not rock and roll
-
it's rock and roll music." That's
how indie-rock veteran Jason Col-
lett describes his own particular
brand of music.
Collett, currently signed under
theArts & Crafts label based in To-
ronto, has had a solo career span-
ning over a decade, and has played
lead guitar for the Canadian indie
collective Broken Social Scene.
He will be making a stop in Wa-
terloo tomorrow night while tour-
ing for his fourthsolo album, Here's
to Being Here, which was released
earlier this month.
"I just feel like what I do is some-
thing that is in the tradition of rock
and roll music. It's not like people
say the Rolling Stones are an alt-
country band or a roots rock band,"
said Collett. It is exactly these nar-
row identifications that he aims to
avoid inhis songs.
"The whole sort of singer/song-
writer, roots rock tag, I don't like
the image it conjures up for me. It's
not like I really listen to that mu-
sic myself," he explained. Rather
than constricting himself to a nar-
row label or genre, Collett feels his
music comes from a wide variety of
influences.
"I've been influenced by a lot of
different things, and I can say hon-
estly on this record, there's any-
thing from Dylan to Lou Reid to
John Lennon."
"The thing about rock and
roll music is it simply embodies
all those sorts of influences," he
noted.
What surprises most people
about Collett is that his classic-rock
influenced solo work sounds very
different from the distortion-heavy
indie-pop of Broken Social Scene.
Collett doesn't find this divide in
musical styles to be odd though;
he thinks it's natural of a modern
musician.
"It's no different than the way
people listen to music nowwith the
technology that's available. Kids
are growing up today, being able
to listen to the entire history of re-
corded music, and therefore they
have really eclectic tastes," Collett
explained.
"And I think all the members of
the Broken Social Scene have re-
ally eclectic tastes, and we all have
really broad palettes, and we all
bring different various influences
into that band and then leave with
our own intact, but obviously influ-
enced by everyone else that we've
come together with."
According to the indie-rocker,
the differencesbetween Broken So-
cial Scene and his solo career also
extend to the way he performs live.
"When I'm playing with the Broken
Social Scene
...
it's a lot of fun to
simply take more of a backseat and
just be a guitar player in a band," he
said. "I also really love playing my
own songs and playing with the fel-
lows that play with me in my own
band.
"They're different things and its
been a real privilege to be able to
go back and forth between them
both."
With Here's to Being Here, Col-
lett's goal was to encapsulate the
feeling of his live shows playing
with his backing band, Paso Mino.
"Musically, the intention was to
really capture the chemistry of the
live thing thatwe have had going as
a band for the last three years."
It's a performing atmosphere
that Collett tries not to take too se-
riously. The energy and excitement
that comes from his live shows is
attributed to the fact that after more
than 10 years, he still has fun mak-
ing music.
"We tend to have a lot of fun
playing 'cause youknow, I like play-
ing with people that really enjoy it.
We're playing off stage as well in
the hotel rooms and in the lobbies.
We're playing all the time, and it
just makes it more fun."
Jason Collett will be playing at
the Starlight tomorrow night with
Peter Elkas. Doors open at 9 pm;
tickets may still be available there
but are likely to sell out quick.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
ROCKING AND ROLLING - Jason Collett strums a tune on the woodbox.
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Prominent play comes to Kitchener
In a performance run that ends March 2, Theatre and Company puts on I, Claudia, a one-woman play
with dynamic characters
CARRIE MCNABB
STAFF WRITER
Kristen Thomson's play, I, Claudia
has achieved therags-to-riches type
of success that very few Canadian
plays ever do. A one-woman show
which received a modest premiere
at the Tarragon Theatre inToronto,
it went on to win many awards,
which prompted several more suc-
cessful runs at the Tarragon.
The play was also showcased in
the internationalWorld Stage Pre-
view, leading to a film adaptation
starring Thomson. The film I, Clau-
dia debutedat the TorontoInterna-
tional Film Festival and went on to
win several awards, including two
Geminis and a couple Canadian
Comedy Awards.
Now, this little Canadian gem
has come to Kitchener-Waterloo
for a short run, after which it will
be moved to Montreal to be per-
formed at the Leanor andAlvin Se-
gal Theatre.
Although Theatre & Company's
adaptation of I, Claudia does not
feature the talented Thomson, Mi-
chelle Polak performs as the sole
actress in this production, utiliz-
ing Thomson's style of acting with
masks that made the initial produc-
tion so unique.
I, Claudia follows almost-13-
year-old Claudia's struggles with
the problems associated with grow-
ing up, coupled with her parents'
impending divorce.
The realistic portrayal Polak
brings to Claudia is unbelievable.
The animated speech, hyper move-
ment and use of adolescent catch
phrases all help to suspend reality
and convince the audiencethat the
individual on stage is in fact a pre-
teen talking frankly abouther life.
The masks used to transition be-
tween characters help to further
suspend reality and give Claudia
a kind of anonymity. This ambigu-
ity helps the audience to imagine
themselves at that age and relive
that particularly cruel time known
as puberty.
If the play's only character was
Claudia, Polak would have enough
of a challenge on her hands. How-
ever, in addition to Claudia, there
are three other, diverse characters
in I, Claudia.
The first of these is the custodian
atClaudia's school, Drachman, who
offers an adult perspective of the
boilerroom that Claudia has trans-
formedinto a magical fortress.
The second most developed
character in the play is Claudia's
grandfather, who mirrors Claudia
in manyways.
Although his speech is dramati-
cally slower than Claudia's, his
thoughts are just as disjointed as
hers and he relies on the "adults"
in his life as much as a child would.
Claudia's grandfather helps to re-
flect the idea that youth and old age
are not as dissimilar as they may
initially seem.
The weakest character of the
show is also Claudia's biggest night-
mare, Leslie.
Leslie is Claudia's
new stepmother, whose presence
kills her hope to see her parents'
reconciliation.
Leslie is surprisingly undevel-
oped, particularly as she is the
same gender and closest in age to
both the writer, Thomson, andper-
former, Polak.
Director Leah Cherniak made
a wise decision to keep all of the
character transformations on stage.
Polak switched outfits and masks
in front of the audience, all while
staying in character. It became very
clear to the audience when one
character was switched for another
because of the distinct body lan-
guage
that had been invented for
each character.
I, Claudia can be seen at The-
atre & Company for $29 ($2l for
students) Wednesday through Sat-
urday at 7:30 pm, with Saturday
matinees at 2:00 pm and Sunday
twilights at 4:00 pm for the reduced
rate ofSl9.
The show finishes itsrun in Kitch-
ener on Sunday, March 2, 2008.
CONTRIBUTED PHOTO
THE GIRL BEHIND THE MASK - Anonymity helps the audience relate.
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Opera! This weekend only
Laurier students can enjoy two free performances in the Theatre Auditorium - one a Greek tragedy, one a contemporary comedy
PAUL ALVIZ
A&E EDITOR
If you've never been to the opera
but always wanted to go, the per-
fect dish for your cultural appetite
is about to be served on a silver
platter.
This weekend, Laurier's faculty of
music is putting on its annual op-
era performance, and this year it's
a double bill featuring the shows
Dido and Aeneas, a classical Greek
tragedy set in the time ofVirgil's Ae-
neid, and Game of Chance, a con-
temporary opera about three knit-
ting women set in 1950sAmerica.
Dido and Aeneas begins as one
might expect, a scene of charac-
ters strolling around in togas and
sandals. If you're an "opera virgin"
as lead performer Erica Iris Huang
(playing Dido) called it, try not to
rely too heavily on the stereotypes
you may have picked up from films
or television.
Yes, there are ridiculously tal-
ented vocal performances that hit
notes you never thought possible,
but no, you don't need to be an
opera connoisseur to understand
what's happening.
For those that fear they may have
a tough time understanding an
older style of English sung at awide
range of octaves and pitches, the
staging and choreography serve to
easily fill in the gaps.
The other essential component
progressing this opera is of course
the music, performed by a talented
orchestra of eight, and led by pro-
fessor Les De'Ath on a well-placed
harpsichord. If the dialogue and
staging aren't obvious, the tone set
by the music is undeniably clear.
This becomes especially appar-
ent with the appearanceof the sor-
ceress, played by AmandaWilhelm,
who comes in on a throne with a
thunderous crash and a distinctiy
dark and daunting score.
Along with Kiss-style demon
makeup and ghoulish spirits haunt-
ing the stage, her scenes are excit-
ing and scary at the same time.
Although Dido and Aeneas falls
under a more classical genre, it's
still accessible to the Laurier com-
munity at large, which makes it a
unique opportunity to discover the
art of opera from a more formal
background.
The second show, A Game of
Chance, takes the idea of the opera
and does the twist, something peo-
ple were undoubtedly doing when
it was written in the 19505.
It follows the story of three
lonely, wishful women who spend
their days knitting their lives away.
One by one, they become em-
boldened with their aspirations,
and as chance would have it, each
woman is successively granted her
wildest dreams by a mysterious
representative.
The consequences of their wish-
es, as one might guess, have less
than the desired results and set the
stage
for the ensuing comedy and
classic moralities.
Definitely the lighter of the two
operas, A Game of Chance is as
full of laughs as it is of singing, and
its modern style gives it more of a
musical theatre feel. Pairing Dido
andAeneas withA Game ofChance
makes this year's opera something
of a comprehensive program, giv-
ing you a taste of the classical with
a dash of contemporary.
Playing in the Theatre Audito-
rium this Friday and Saturday at
8 pm, and Sunday at 2 pm, Lau-
rier and high school students can
see both acts free of charge, while
adults pay $10, and children and
seniors pay $5.
PAUL ALVIZ
SISTERS UNTIL THE VERY END - Belinda and Dido discuss what troubles them most in life - namely men.
Just how important are the Oscars?
After what seemed like a long run of Oscar awards shows acting more like a circus, this year's ceremony remembers the meaning
ELISE COTTER
STAFF WRITER
As I sat down for my annual tradi-
tion of watching the Oscars, I was
ready to be disappointed. Through-
out the years, I have seen the Acad-
emy Awards become so desperate
in their attempt to regain viewers
that the original meaning of the
award
ceremony seems to have
been forgotten.
As a fan of everything to do with
film, itis sad to see the most presti-
gious celebration of the movies sell
itself short.
In recent
years, big-name ce-
lebrities who have little to do with
the Oscars, such as Jessica Alba,
Beyonce and Jack Black, have been
brought in as presenters, musicians
and comedians, all with the goal to
make the Oscars seem modernand
exciting.
Last year, President of the Acad-
ern
Y of Motion Picture Arts and Sci-
ences Sid Ganis' speech was laugh-
ably reduced to a single minute.
The speech explains what it is the
Academy does and why we watch
the Oscars.
For those who only want to see
the stars and their clothes, it is not
important. For the rest - the mi-
nority it would seem - it is, and it
is exactly this sort of treatment the
Academy Awards has imposed on
itself that we have grown accus-
tomed to.
And so, with this in mind, I pre-
pared myself for yet another Sun-
day night at the Oscars, beginning
with the red carpet special, natu-
rally. However, something was dif-
ferent. The interviews were not as
annoying, with the exception of
Ryan Seacrest, and the questions
were not all about the dresses.
Etalk did Canadaproud by focus-
ing more on films and upcoming
projects than gossip, and by hav-
ing Jeanne Becker for the fashion
commentary.
After the mass of guests made
their way inside, Jon Stewart began
the show. Although not the funni-
est Oscar monologue, Stewart kept
the audience laughing with mostly
political jokes and heavy commen-
tary on the writers' strike.
Throughout the evening, there
was a series of montages celebrat-
ing all the wonderful moments in
Oscar history, showing how great
the show has been and continues
to be. This year, Sid Ganis was
able to give a detailed descrip-
tion of how all the votes are ac-
cumulated and counted.
As the show continued,
I realized, to my delight-
ed surprise, the Academy
Awards were taking them-
selves seriously. Although
Sunday night's show still
included random celebrity
presenters (Miley Cyrus and
Seth Rogen), the Academy
was slowly redeeming itself
by not desperately trying to
please those who don't care
all that much who wins.
Thus, when someone wins,
the moment actually be-
comes important and memo-
rable. This year, therewere two
acceptance speeches
that made me remem-
ber how incredible the
Oscars are.
MarionCotillard was
shaking in excite-
ment when ac-
cepting her lead
actress award
for La Vie en Rose.
A French actress, not well-known
in America, Cotillard was over-
whelmedwith joy.
As was Diablo Cody, a
one-time exotic dancer;
now, anything is possible for
her after winning best
original screenplay for
her first film, Juno. It
is understandable that
the Academy Awards
needs to adapt to main-
tain a mainstream audi-
ence,
but it is sad when the
show, now celebrating its
80th anniversary, is willing
to trade in the legacy it has
built for Miley Cyrus and
the top 10 best dressed list.
Ever since its creation,
no matter what the cir-
cumstances, the Academy
Awards have aired. A writer's
strike almost taking
Oscar down seems to
have reminded the
academy that all film
artists deserve proper
recognition for
their work.
Big wins of the evening:
Best Picture:
No Country for Old Men
Director:
Joel Coen andEthan Coen,
No Countryfor Old Men
Actor:
Daniel Day-Lewis,
There Will Be Blood
Actress:
Marion Cotillard,
La Vie en Rose
Original Screenplay:
Diablo Cody, Juno
Cinematography:
There Will Be Blood
Supporting Actor:
Javier Bardem,
No Country for Old Men
Supporting Actress:
Tilda Swinton, Michael Clayton
AnimatedFeature Film:
Ratatouille
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